
AGENDA 
ANNUAL MEETING 2022  

AT SIGNIA AT HILTON BONNET CREEK 
International Law Section Executive Council Annual Meeting 

14100 Bonnet Creek Resort Lane, Orlando, FL 32821 

Friday, June 24, 2022 
10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

If joining by conference phone: 
Dial 646 876 9923 

Meeting ID: 889 4759 9961 
Passcode: 285438 

I. Informational (Map)

Thursday, June 23rd  
8:30 p.m. – 10:30 p.m. Reception in Chair’s Suite  

(Will send email with room number on Thursday afternoon) 
Friday, June 24th  

9:00 a.m. – 10: 00 a.m. 2022 – 2023 ILS Committee Meetings (Floridian Ballroom K/L) 
10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Executive Council Meeting (Floridian Ballroom K/L) 
12:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. Luncheon (Floridian Ballroom K/L) 

II. Call To Order – James M. Meyer, 2021 – 2022 Chair

III. Secretary Report – Richard Montes de Oca, Secretary
a. Minutes –March 31, 2022 (Attachment A)

IV. Treasurer Report – Ana Barton, Treasurer
a. Financial Statement – May 2022 (Attachment B)
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V. General Matters
a. Chapter 48.197 International Service of Process (Attachment C)
b. Proposed Bylaw Amendments (Attachment D)
c. Foreign Bar Agreements (Attachment E)

i. Indian (attachment)
ii. Milan (attachment)

d. Canada Committee Report (Attachment F)

VI. Chair’s Report – James M. Meyer, 2021 – 2022 Chair
a. 2021 – 2022 Section Accomplishments
b. Chair’s Special Appreciation
c. 2022 – 2023 Proposed Officers & Executive Council (Attachment G)
d. Election of Executive Council & Officers

VII. Incoming Chair’s Welcome Remarks – Jacqueline Villalba, 2022 – 2023 Chair
a. Where the Section is Headed

VIII. Informational
a. 12:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.  Luncheon

IX. Meeting Adjournment
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EXHIBIT A 



MINUTES 

Thursday, March 31, 2022 
4:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. 

International Law Section (“ILS” or “Section”) of the Florida Bar 
Executive Council Live/Virtual Midyear Meeting 

Akerman 
98 SE 7th St #1100, Miami, FL 33131 

Zoom meeting was recorded 

In Attendance Members and Guests (Live—“L”)(Virtual—“V”) 

1. Robert J. Becerra (L)
2. James M. Meyer (L)
3. Jacqueline Villalba (L)
4. Richard Montes de Oca (L)
5. Clarissa Rodriguez (L)
6. Ana Barton (L)
7. Gary E. Davidson (L)
8. Nouvelle Gonzalo (L)
9. Penelope Perez-Kelly (L)
10. Omar K. Ibrahem (L)
11. Adrian Nunez (L)
12. Susanne Leone (L)
13. Cristina Vicens (L)
14. Laura Reich (L)
15. Fabio Giallanza (V)

16. Gary Birnberg (L)
17. Christopher N. Johnson (V)
18. Davide Macelloni (L)
19. Peter Quinter (L)
20. Edward Mullins (L)
21. Carlos F. Osorio (V)
22. Jeff Hagen (L)
23. Neha Dagley (L)
24. Eduardo Palmer (V)
25. Angie Froelich (L)
26. Yine Rodriguez-Perez (V)
27. Arnaldo Lacayo (L)
28. Larry Rifkin (L)
29. Prof. Costabel (L)
30. Pamella Seay (V)

I. Call To Order – James M. Meyer, Chair
a. State of the Section

ILS Chair James Meyer opened the meeting with a call to order and asked Secretary Richard 
Montes de Oca if a quorum was present, and Mr. Montes de Oca confirmed. Chair Meyer informed 
members that the meeting was being recorded via soom. There were no objections to the recording. 

Mr. Meyer thanked Akerman and Octavio for hosting the ILS Executive Council.  Octavio said he 
was pleased to have us.  Mr. Meyer also thanked the former Chairs of the ILS who were present. 
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He also thanked to Past Chair Bob Becerra for allowing us to survive and thrive as a Section during 
the pandemic. 
 
Chair Meyer provided a State of the Section and highlighted a few reports and upcoming 
presentations that would be addressed in the meeting, including – Treasurer’s Report, iLaw 
Conference and ILQ.  He also touched on the state of Membership. 
 
II. Secretary Report – Richard Montes de Oca, Secretary 

a. Minutes – June 26, 2021 (Attachment A – Minutes to Follow) 
 

Chair Meyer asked Richard Montes de Oca, as Secretary of the Section, to present the Minutes of 
the June 26, 2021 Executive Council Meeting for approval.  A motion was made by Penelope 
Perez Kelly to approve such minutes, and was seconded by Clarissa Rodriguez.  All members 
voted in favor of approving such minutes, and they were duly approved without opposition. 

 
III. Treasurer Report – Ana Barton, Treasurer 

a. Financial Statement – December 2021 (Attachment B) 
 

Ana Barton presented the Treasurer’s Report, including the Financial Statements. She referred to 
a Section opening balance of $141,000 and ending balance $151,000. Ms. Barton recognized Past 
Chair Becerra, and his leadership for allowing the Section to thrive during the pandemic. She stated 
that the good news is that the Section has 19 sponsors in the ILS, and various in-person events to 
offer the sponsors (Haiti, Young Lawyers reception, etc.), which amounted to a commitment of 
over $60,000, approximately two-thirds of that amount of which has been collected thusfar. 
 
Ed Davis asked if the fiscal year had changed.  Jacqueline Villalba advised that when COVID hit, 
it was easier for the ILS to reset with sponsors, so it made the most sense, but the financials and 
budget continue to run with the Florida Bar fiscal year.   
 
Ms. Barton presented the ILS 2022-2023 Annual Budget. Mr. Davis moved to approve the 
proposed budget, and Ms. Rodriguez seconded.  Following discussion, the Annual Budget was 
approved by a unanimous vote.   
 
IV. General Matters 

a. Proposed Resolution Condemning the Invasion of Ukraine 
 
Gary Davidson moved for the adoption of the proposed Resolution Condemning the Invasion of 
Ukraine.  Without any opposition, the motion was seconded and unanimously approved. 
 
Mr. Davis asked what the Section was doing with the approved resolution.  Chair Meyer advised 
that it would be published in the ILS weekly Gazette, etc.  
 
 
 

b. Proposal for Establishment of Europe Committee (Susanne Leone) (Attachment 
C) 
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Susanne Leone made a presentation and proposed that the ILS establish a Europe Committee that 
would, among other things, enter into several Cooperation Agreements with various bar 
organizations in Europe.  She indicated that the ILS should leverage those relationships and 
networks to provide business and value to the ILS members. Ms. Rodriguez mentioned that 
Lucious led delegations all over the world with ILS members and it was an incredible benefit to 
the ILS and Section members. 
 
Neha Dagley made a motion to approve the creation of the Europe Committee, Davide Macelloni 
seconded, and the Council voted unanimously in favor of the creation of the Europe Committee.  
 
Omar Ibrahem expressed his concern that the Section appears to be adopting a prior practice of 
adding more committees, many of which become inactive, and wanted to encourage the Council 
to hold the ILS committees accountable for remaining active.   
 
Chair Meyer acknowledged that there has been a concern historically around inactive committees, 
and mentioned that Mr. Ibrahem’s point was well taken and called upon the Board’s leadership to 
hold the committees to account.  
 

c. Spain Initiatives (Eduardo Palmer) 
 
Eduardo Palmer referred to the Cooperation Agreement signed with the Madrid, Spain when he 
was Chair.  He has continued to foster this relationship on behalf of the ILS. He indicated that 
there is an internship program from Spain, and if there are any firms interested in participating to 
let him know. He is also looking at hosting a short investment conference in Miami about real 
estate, banking, corporate law.   
 
Chair Meyer referenced the ILS’ Cooperation Agreement with Rome, and that the Section is 
exploring a similar relationship with Milan. 
 
Peter Quinter advised of the ABA Section on International Law said he is heling them organize a 
Conference in the Madrid, Spain and will be attending. 
 

d. Chapter 48 (Carlos Osorio) 
 
See Legislative Committee Update below. 
 

e. Select Committee Reports (Attachment D) 
 
i. Asia Committee and Subcommittees – Neha Dagley 

 
Ms. Dagley advised that the Asia Committee was involved in coordinating a webinar with the 
Law Society of Hong Kong – Doing business in Florida (Gateway to Latin America), and Doing 
Business in Hong Kong (Gateway to China).  Prof. Manuel Gomez was instrumental in facilitating 
this webinar.  
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The India Subcommittee hosted a Happy Hour for Indian Independence Day.  It also hosted a 
program on the Cryptocurrency regulation in India.   
 

 
ii. International Tax Committee – Jeff Hagen (attachment) 
 
Jeff Hagen provided an update on the International Tax Committee.  He informed the Council 
about the Committee’s successful collaboration with FIU Law School and Tax Program. 
 
Mr. Hagen also mentioned that 25 Spanish Tax Attorneys will be at the FIU Law School and he is 
working on various initiatives with them as well. 
 
Mr. Davis mentioned that in the past, the ILS has been very active with a UM Law Tax Program, 
and that the International Tax Committee should consider exploring that relationship as well.   
 
 
iii. Women in International Law – Jacqueline Villalba 
 
Ms. Villalba updated the Council on the Women in Law Committee activities.  Lunch in Orlando 
was originally planned for February, but they decided to postpone it to November 2022. 
 
 
iv. Foreign Legal Consultant Committee – Jacqueline Villalba 
 
Ms. Villalba updated the Council on the Foreign Legal Consultant Committee.  She mentioned the 
online portal was ready to go and live internally for Committee members, but there are some 
changes required to address certain requests that the Supreme Court is permitting for future 
applicants.  The Committee’s goal to go live with the Florida Bar is July 1.  Ms. Villalba also 
advised the Council that the application backlog is reducing, but there are still several applications 
that need to be processed.  She also requested assistance and volunteers from the Council to assist 
with the backlog and the Committee in general.   
 

 
v. Public International Law, Human Rights & Global Justice – Emercio Aponte 
 
NO REPORT. 
 
vi. CLE Initiatives – Katherine Sanoja (attachment) 
 
Katherine Sanoja informed the Council that the mixology and hospitality CLE event went well.  
She also mentioned that Larry Rifkin did a great job with various CLEs.  Chair Meyer mentioned 
that this has not been a strong CLE year for the ILS.  He encouraged Council members to get more 
CLEs done and help support the International Board Certifications.  
vii. Legislative Committee Update – Carlos Osorio 
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Carlos Osorio provided an update on the Legislative Reform for International Service of Process.  
He advised that Chapter 48 was challenging under Florida law.  There was a proposal to a Bill to 
try to reform it to mimic Rule 4 under federal law.  The initiative to reform International.  The Bill 
made it through the House and Senate. The Bill hasn’t been presented to the Governor for 
signature, but  
 
viii. ILS Gazette & Membership –Davide Macelloni 
 
ILS Gazette 
Mr. Macelloni mentioned that the Gazette now has over 4,700 recipients who receive it weekly.  
He also mentioned that the engagement with the Gazette is increasing.  He welcomed suggestions 
for improvement.   
 
Membership Committee 
Mr. Macelloni updated the Council on the Membership Committee and his strategy to increase 
membership as follows: (i) approach first year lawyers who have free section membership for the 
first 3 years; and (ii) law student members who can join a section for $25.   
 
Mr. Becerra reminded the Council that that we amended our Bylaws to provide Associate 
Memberships for non-lawyers (e.g. accountants, consultants, etc.), and that we should be pursuing 
prospective Associate Members to join the Council as wel..  
 
Edward Mullins mentioned that a helpful strategy for increasing membership is to require each 
member of the Council to bring two people to the ILS events and encourage them to try and join 
the ILS. 
 
Nouvelle Gonzalo highlighted to the Council that we should be communicating the value of 
membership to prospective members (e.g. the webinars, CLE, network, etc.). 
 
ix. ILQ – Ana M. Barton, Laura M. Reich (attachment) 
 
Laura Reich provided an update on the International Law Quarterly (ILQ).  She recognized her 
Co-Editors Ms. Dealy and Mr. Hagen for their significant contributions to the ILQ, as well as Ms. 
Barton who has rolled off to become Treasurer of ILS, but continued to make valuable 
contributions.  Ms. Reich highlighted that the last two issues of the ILQ were very strong and well 
received: (i) Changes under the Bident Administration – circulated to every law school in the 
Florida; and (ii) the Haiti Edition, Fall 2021 – highest circulation of any ILQ.  
 
For the Winter 2022 ILQ (Legal Globalization), Ms. Reich mentioned it will be distributed 
electronically and hardcopy.  The Summer Edition (World Roundup) will have contributions from 
various law schools, including St. Thomas, FIU and the University of Miami.  For the ILQ Spring 
2022 Edition, Ms. Reich made a call for articles, and indicated the themes include: law in a time 
of the pandemic, changes in the law driven by the pandemic, etc.  
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Finally, Ms. Reich mentioned that we are coming up on the 20-year anniversary of iLaw, the ILS 
Legal Conference, and they are planning to publish a special ILQ edition to feature and celebrate 
this important milestone for the ILS. 
 
x. Amicus Committee – 
 
Mr. Mullins updated the Council on the Amicus Committee.  He mentioned that they recently 
participated in an Amicus for the AirBnb case, and the results will be presented at the iLaw 
Conference.   
 
xi. White Collar Crime Committee – Robert Becerra (attachment) 
 
Mr. Becerra  advised the Council that the White Collar Crime Committee continued to focus on 
various programs for iLaw in the area of white collar crime, and will be featuring an interesting 
panel on international money laundering through the precious metals market.  He encouraged the 
Council members to attend. 
 
 
xii. USCIS, ICE, CBP, EOIR, Labor and State Department Liaison – Larry Rifkin 
(attachment)  
 
Mr. Rifkin mentioned that the COVID protocol has made it challenging for the Committee to be 
very active over the past year.  However, he mentioned that the Committee is trying to submit an 
article in each edition of the upcoming ILQs, and a webinar to compliment those publications. 
 
xiii. NAFTA Committee – Nouvelle Gonzalo 
 
Ms. Gonzalo proposed to change the name of the NAFTA Committee name now that there is a 
new and more relevant  treaty in place.  She also mentioned there will be an NCCA panel at iLaw. 
Ms. Gonzalo is preparing the strategy for the Committee, and she is thinking of having different 
individuals run point for different countries in the region. She also wants to focus on transactions 
and cross-border work, etc. 
 
xiv. Arbitrators Committee – Gary Birnberg 
 
NO REPORT. 
 
xv. Law School Liaison Committee – Prof. Manuel A. Gomez 
 
 
NO REPORT. 
 
xvi. Mediation Committee – Gary Birnberg 
 
NO REPORT. 
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f. Litigation and Arbitration Certification – Gary Davidson 
 
Gary Davidson advised that the applications for International Litigation and Arbitration Board 
Certification close on October 2022 for the 2023 exam, which will be held in May 2023.  He 
advised that Mr. Davis has committed to organize a training and an intermediate level course on 
litigation and arbitration to help lawyers who are taking the exam.  
 
g. International Law Certification – Jennifer Diaz (attachment) 
 
Ms. Rodriguez advised that the International Law Board Certification exam is being redrafted, so 
that all of the questions and essays come from the ILS Deskbook. She recognized Jennifer Diaz 
for her herculean effort in re-writing the exam.  
 
h. International Deskbook – Pamella Seay (attachment) 
 
Pamella Seay updated the Council on the status of the International Deskbook.  She mentioned 
that previous authors are coming back to help with a new edition. She needs some help on new 
materials and chapters (e.g. Tax, Public International Law, Human Rights, etc.). Ms. Seay also 
mentioned that if anyone wants to serve as an author of the Deskbook to please let her know. She 
needs five new authors for five new chapters of the Deskbook. 
 
i. Richard DeWitt Memorial Vis Pre-Moot Steering Committee – Adrian Nunez 
 
Adrian Nunez provided an update on the Vis Pre-Moot competition.  He mentioned that JAMS 
serve as our host and it was an excellent venue and program.  Mr. Nunez advised that a total of 16 
law schools participated in the Vis Pre-Moot competition this year, including five from Florida, 
and nine International. We had six countries represented in the competition.  He indicated that the 
competition this year was a hybrid model with some schools competing in-person and others 
remote.  Mr. Palmer emphasized that JAMS was an important sponsor of the Vis Pre-Moot 
competition.   
 
j. iLaw Steering Committee – Cristina Vicens 
 
Cristina Vicens provided the Council with an update on iLaw.  She mentioned there was a record 
of 160 pre-conference registrations and it was expected to be a very successful conference.  She 
mentioned that the Keynote Speaker for iLaw was Xavier Cortada (lawyer, artist and university 
professor).  Mr. Cortada will speak, paint and engage in an interactive project with attendees at the 
conference.  Ms. Vicens informed the Council that all of the tracks, panels and reception were 
ready for iLaw the following day.  She thanked the Steering Committee members and the Council 
for all of their hard work and support in organizing iLaw. 
 
k. ILS Lunch & Learn Report- Clarissa Rodriguez 
 
Ms. Rodriguez mentioned that the ILS Lunch & Learns were hosted virtually, but that they were 
going back to live/in-person events that will be hosted next month at Fiduciary Trust International.  
She will be providing more information to ILS members on details for the next Lunch & Learn. 
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l. Foreign In-house Counsel Committee – Christopher Johnson 
 
Christopher Johnson advised that there was a previous approval from the Council to sunset this 
Committee as the initial mission had been accomplished.  However, Mr. Mullins advised that the 
Council should reconsider revamping the Committee as the foreign in-house can serve as an 
important role for members of the ILS and the Florida Bar as a whole.  A discussion ensued, and 
the Council determined to revisit the scope and responsibilities of the Foreign In-house Counsel 
Committee at its next meeting. 
 
m. International Construction Law Committee – Mariela Malfeld 
 
NO REPORT. 
 
n. Website – Richard Montes de Oca 
 

Mr. Montes de Oca provided a report and demonstration of the new ILS website to the Council. 
Discussion and suggestions for the website ensued.  Mr. [Davide] advised that the pictures of the 
website be updated with more current events and programs, and that the pictures of the individual 
Council members be added.  Patricia Beitler of Velocitas who was responsible for redesigning the 
website, indicated that we could also include a link to each members LinkedIn profile.  There was 
a discussion about improving the social media presence and activity for the ILS, and ensuring that 
all Council and ILS member were following the ILS LinkedIn page. A discussion was had about 
providing the ILS Membership Form online and making it available to download.   

A discussion ensued about providing a platform on the ILS website to facilitate the Vis Pre-Moot 
competition.  Mr. Nunez discussed that he has been working with Ms. Beitler of Velocitas on the 
framework for that to happen, but that they were unable to do so for the last competition due to the 
short timeframe.  However, he mentioned that they will be exploring it further as an option for 
next year’s competition. 

 

VII. Meeting Adjournment 

Chair Meyer encouraged all Council members to attend the iLaw Reception at CHI after the 
meeting.  With no further business to discuss, a motion was made by Mr. Becerra, and duly 
seconded by Ms. Rodriguez, and the Council unanimously voted to adjourn the meeting. 
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EXHIBIT B   



2021 – 2022 
International Law Section 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT 

MAY 2022 

Beginning Fund Balance $141,484 

Total Revenue  $139,276 

Total Expenses ($92,466) 

Net Operations $46,810 

Ending Fund Balance $188,295* 

* See attached Statement of Operation

MEMBERSHIP 

Current Membership 869
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YTD FY 21-22 Prior Year YTD Actual CY Budget

May 2022 Budget May 2021 2021 % Utilized

3001-Annual Fees -  37,375 41,750  -  38,450 38,450 89.52%

3002-Affiliate Fees -  1,215 1,385  -  1,045 1,045 87.73%

Total Fee Revenue -  38,590 43,135  -  39,495 39,495 89.46%

3301-Registration-Live 1,448 25,303 45,000  -  2,205 2,205 56.23%

3331-Registration-Ticket -1,448 620 5,000  -   -   2,785 12.40%

Total Registration Revenue -  25,923 50,000  -  2,205 4,990 51.85%

3351-Sponsorships 7,500 77,500 91,500 6,000 37,000 43,000 84.70%

3391 Section Profit Split 254 3,241 1,750 -201 1,057 1,432 185.23%

3392-Section Differential -  300 250  -  290 535 120.00%

Other Event Revenue 7,754 81,041 93,500 5,799 38,347 44,967 86.68%

3411-Sales-Published Materials 99 1,683 500  -  2,376 2,574 336.60%

Sales, Rents & Royalties Revenue 99 1,683 500  -  2,376 2,574 336.60%

3699-Other Operating Revenue -   -   500  -   -   - 0.00%

Other Revenue Sources -   -   500  -   -   - 0.00%

3899-Investment Allocation 1,333 -7,961 5,594 912 26,395 26,637 -142.32%

Non-Operating Income 1,333 -7,961 5,594 912 26,395 26,637 -142.32%

Total Revenue 9,187 139,276 193,229 6,711 108,818 118,663 72.08%

4134-Web Services -  15,730 16,000  -  13,238 13,238 98.32%

4311-Office Supplies -   -   500  -  15 32 0.00%

Total Staff & Office Expense -  15,730 16,500  -  13,253 13,270 95.34%

5031-A/V Services -   -   10,500  -   -   - 0.00%

5051-Credit Card Fees 154 3,115 1,050 180 1,016 1,304 296.63%

5101-Consultants -  12,630 8,000  -  13,190 13,190 157.88%

5121-Printing-Outside -  774 5,000  -  1,614 1,614 15.48%

Total Contract Services 154 16,518 24,550 180 15,820 16,108 67.28%

5501-Employee Travel 1,049 4,870 3,026  -  1,861 2,844 160.94%

5531-Board/Off/Memb Travel -   -   4,000  -  300 300 0.00%

Total Travel 1,049 4,870 7,026  -  2,161 3,144 69.31%

6001-Post 1st Class/Bulk 42 684 175 6 606 615 391.05%

6021-Post Express Mail -  89  -   -    -   -   0.00%

THE FLORIDA BAR

International Law Section 

For the Eleven Months Ending May 31, 2022
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6301-Mtgs TFB Annual Meeting -   -   6,700  -   -   - 0.00%

6311-Mtgs General Meeting -   -   300  -  12 12 0.00%

6319-Mtgs Other Functions -  12,049 59,800  -  43,596 43,596 20.15%

6321-Mtgs Meals -   -   30,000  -   -   - 0.00%

6325-Mtgs Hospitality -  24,547 30,000  -  3,582 12,882 81.82%

6401-Speaker Expense -   -   30,000  -   -   - 0.00%

6531-Brd/Off Special Project 1,200 1,200 7,750  -  1,904 1,904 15.48%

7001-Grant/Award/Donation 197 266 1,500  -  173 774 17.71%

7999-Other Operating Exp 52 679 1,000  -  423 483 67.89%

Total Other Expense 1,491 39,514 167,225 6 50,296 60,266 23.63%

8011-Administration CLE -   -    -  10 338 338 0.00%

8021-Section Admin Fee -  14,972 16,701  -  14,436 14,436 89.65%

8101-Printing In-House -  211 150  -  260 260 140.43%

8171-Course Approval Fee -  150 150  -   -   - 100.00%

8901-Eliminated IntEnt Exp -   -   1,250  -   -   - 0.00%

Total Admin & Internal Expense -  15,333 18,251 10 15,034 15,034 84.01%

9692-Transfer Out-Council of 

Sections -  500 500  -  500 500 100.00%

Total InterFund Transfers Out -  500 500  -  500 500 100.00%

Total Expense 2,694 92,466 234,052 196 97,064 108,322 39.51%

Net Operations 6,493 46,810 -40,823 6,515 11,754 10,342 -114.67%

2001-Fund Balance, Beginning 141,484 131,143 131,143 0.00%

Fund Balance, Ending 188,295 142,897 141,484 0.00%
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EXHIBIT C 



CHAPTER 2022-190

Committee Substitute for
Committee Substitute for Senate Bill No. 1062

An act relating to service of process; amending s. 15.16, F.S.; authorizing the
Department of State to electronically receive service of process under ch.
48, F.S.; amending s. 48.061, F.S.; revising procedures for service on
partnerships, limited liability partnerships, and limited partnerships;
amending s. 48.062, F.S.; defining the term “registered foreign limited
liability company”; revising procedures for service on a domestic limited
liability company or registered foreign limited liability company; amend-
ing s. 48.071, F.S.; providing for service on nonresidents doing business in
this state by use of a commercial firm regularly engaged in the business of
document or package delivery; amending s. 48.081, F.S.; defining the term
“registered foreign corporation”; revising requirements for service on a
domestic corporation or registered foreign corporation; amending s.
48.091, F.S.; defining terms; requiring designation of registered agents
and registered offices by certain partnerships, corporations, and compa-
nies; specifying duties of a registered agent; authorizing a person serving
process to serve certain persons under specified conditions; amending s.
48.101, F.S.; providing for service on dissolved corporations, dissolved
limited liability companies, dissolved limited partnerships, and dissolved
limited liability partnerships; creating s. 48.102, F.S.; authorizing service
by other means in certain circumstances; amending s. 48.111, F.S.;
revising provisions related to service on public agencies and officers;
authorizing service on specified persons under certain circumstances;
amending s. 48.151, F.S.; revising the applicability of provisions relating
to service on statutory agents for certain persons; amending s. 48.161,
F.S.; revising provisions relating to substituted service; providing for
substituted service on individuals or corporations or other business
entities; specifying actions that may be considered due diligence in
effectuating service; specifying when service is considered effectuated;
requiring the Department of State to maintain certain records; amending
s. 48.181, F.S.; defining the term “foreign business entity”; revising
provisions relating to substituted service; providing for substituted service
on certain nonresidents and foreign business entities and on individuals
and foreign business entities concealing their whereabouts; creating s.
48.184, F.S.; providing for service of process for removal of unknown
parties in possession of real property; amending s. 48.194, F.S.; revising
provisions relating to service outside this state but within the United
States; deleting provisions relating to service outside the United States;
creating s. 48.197, F.S.; providing for service in a foreign country;
amending s. 49.011, F.S.; providing for constructive service on the legal
mother in certain situations; amending s. 766.106, F.S.; revising require-
ments for service of presuit notice before filing a medical negligence
complaint; creating a rebuttable presumption that service was received by
a prospective defendant in certain circumstances; providing court duties if

1
CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.
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service is challenged during subsequent litigation; revising provisions
concerning tolling of the statute of limitations upon service of presuit
notice by specified means; specifying that the terms “prospective” and
“potential” are interchangeable; amending ss. 495.145, 605.0117,
605.09091, 605.0910, 605.1045, 607.0504, 607.1423, 607.15101,
607.1520, 617.0504, 617.1510, 617.1520, 620.1117, 620.1907, 620.2105,
620.2109, 620.8915, and 620.8919, F.S.; conforming cross-references and
provisions to changes made by the act; providing effective dates.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (3) of section 15.16, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

15.16 Reproduction of records; admissibility in evidence; electronic
receipt and transmission of records; certification; acknowledgment.—

(3) The Department of State may cause to be received electronically any
records that are required or authorized to be filed with it pursuant to chapter
48, chapter 55, chapter 117, chapter 118, chapter 495, chapter 605, chapter
606, chapter 607, chapter 610, chapter 617, chapter 620, chapter 621,
chapter 679, chapter 713, or chapter 865, through facsimile or other
electronic transfers, for the purpose of filing such records. The originals of
all such electronically transmitted records must be executed in the manner
provided in paragraph (5)(b). The receipt of such electronic transfer
constitutes delivery to the department as required by law. The department
may use electronic transmissions for purposes of notice in the administra-
tion of chapters 48, 55, 117, 118, 495, 605, 606, 607, 610, 617, 620, 621, 679,
and 713 and s. 865.09. The Department of State may collect e-mail addresses
for purposes of notice and communication in the performance of its duties
and may require filers and registrants to furnish such e-mail addresses
when presenting documents for filing.

Section 2. Section 48.061, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

48.061 Service on partnerships, limited liability partnerships, and
limited partnerships.—

(1)(a) Process against a partnership that is not a limited liability
partnership or a limited partnership, including a limited liability limited
partnership, must shall be served on any partner and is as valid for service
on the partnership as if served on each individual partner.

1. If a partner is not available during regular business hours to accept
service on behalf of the partnership, he or she may designate an employee or
agent to accept such service.

2. After one attempt to serve a partner or designated employee or agent
for service of process has been made, process may be served on a person in
charge of the partnership during regular business hours.
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(b) If the partnership designated an agent when registering as a general
partnership with the Department of State, service on the agent is as valid for
service on the partnership as if served on each individual partner; however,
unless individual partners are served, the plaintiff may only proceed to
judgment and execution against the assets of the partnership.

(2)(a) Process against a domestic limited liability partnership must first
be served on the then-current registered agent for service of process specified
in its statement of qualification, in its statement of qualification as amended
or restated, or as redesignated in its annual report or change of agent filing
and is as valid for service on the limited liability partnership as if served on
each individual partner. If service cannot be made on the registered agent
because the domestic limited liability partnership ceases to have a
registered agent, or if the registered agent cannot otherwise be served
after one good faith attempt because of a failure to comply with this chapter
or chapter 620, the process may be served on any partner.

1. If a partner is not available during regular business hours to accept
service on behalf of the partnership, he or she may designate an employee to
accept such service.

2. After one attempt to serve a partner or designated employee has been
made, process may be served on a person in charge of the partnership during
regular business hours.

(b) If, after due diligence, the process cannot be completed under
paragraph (a), the process may be served as provided in s. 48.161 on the
Secretary of State as an agent of the domestic limited liability partnership or
by order of the court under s. 48.102.

(3)(a)1. Process against a domestic limited partnership, including a
domestic limited liability limited partnership, must first be served on the
then-current agent for service of process specified in its certificate of limited
partnership, in its certificate as amended or restated, or as redesignated in
its annual report or change of agent filing and is as valid for service on the
domestic limited partnership as if served on each individual general partner
of the partnership.

2. If service cannot bemade on the registered agent because the domestic
limited partnership or domestic limited liability limited partnership ceases
to have a registered agent, or if the registered agent cannot otherwise be
served following one good faith attempt because of a failure to comply with
this chapter or chapter 620, the process may be served on any general
partner.

3. After service on a general partner or the registered agent, the plaintiff
may proceed to judgment and execution against the assets of the domestic
limited partnership or of that general partner, unless the domestic limited
partnership is a limited liability limited partnership.
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(b) If, after due diligence, the process cannot be completed under
paragraph (a), then process may be served as provided in s. 48.161 on the
Secretary of State as an agent of the limited partnership or by order of the
court under s. 48.102.

(4)(a) Process against a foreign limited liability partnership that was
required to comply with s. 620.9102 may be served as prescribed under
subsection (2).

(b) A foreign limited liability partnership engaging in business in this
state but not registered is considered, for purposes of service of process, a
nonresident engaging in business in this state and may be served pursuant
to s. 48.181 or by order of the court under s. 48.102.

(5)(a) Process against a foreign limited partnership that was required to
comply with s. 620.1902 may be served as prescribed under subsection (3).

(b) A foreign limited partnership engaging in business in this state but
not registered is considered, for purposes of service of process, a nonresident
engaging in business in this state andmay be served pursuant to s. 48.181 or
by order of the court under s. 48.102 After one attempt to serve a partner or
designated employee has been made, process may be served on the person in
charge of the partnership during regular business hours. After service on
any partner, plaintiff may proceed to judgment and execution against that
partner and the assets of the partnership. After service on a designated
employee or other person in charge, plaintiff may proceed to judgment and
execution against the partnership assets but not against the individual
assets of any partner.

(2) Process against a domestic limited partnership may be served on any
general partner or on the agent for service of process specified in its
certificate of limited partnership or in its certificate as amended or restated
and is as valid as if served on each individual member of the partnership.
After service on a general partner or the agent, the plaintiff may proceed to
judgment and execution against the limited partnership and all of the
general partners individually. If a general partner cannot be found in this
state and service cannot be made on an agent because of failure to maintain
such an agent or because the agent cannot be found or served with the
exercise of reasonable diligence, service of process may be effected by service
upon the Secretary of State as agent of the limited partnership as provided
for in s. 48.181. Service of processmay bemade under ss. 48.071 and 48.21 on
limited partnerships.

(3) Process against a foreign limited partnership may be served on any
general partner found in the state or on any agent for service of process
specified in its application for registration and is as valid as if served on each
individual member of the partnership. If a general partner cannot be found
in this state and an agent for service of process has not been appointed or, if
appointed, the agent’s authority has been revoked or the agent cannot be
found or served with the exercise of reasonable diligence, service of process
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may be effected by service upon the Secretary of State as agent of the limited
partnership as provided for in s. 48.181, or process may be served as
provided in ss. 48.071 and 48.21.

Section 3. Section 48.062, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

48.062 Service on a domestic limited liability company or registered
foreign limited liability company.—

(1) As used in this section, the term “registered foreign limited liability
company” means a foreign limited liability company that has an active
certificate of authority to transact business in this state pursuant to a record
filed with the Department of State.

(2) Process against A domestic limited liability company, domestic or
registered foreign limited liability company, may be served with process
required or authorized by law by service on its the registered agent
designated by the domestic limited liability company or registered foreign
limited liability company under chapter 605. A person attempting to serve
process pursuant to this subsection may serve the process on any employee
of the registered agent during the first attempt at service even if the
registered agent is a natural person and is temporarily absent from his or
her office.

(3)(2) If service cannot be made on a registered agent of the domestic
limited liability company or registered foreign limited liability company
because the domestic limited liability company or registered foreign limited
liability company ceases to have a registered agent, or if the registered agent
of the domestic limited liability company or registered foreign limited
liability company cannot otherwise be served after one good faith attempt
because of a failure to comply with this chapter or chapter 605 or because the
limited liability company does not have a registered agent, or if its registered
agent cannot with reasonable diligence be served, process against the
limited liability company, domestic or foreign, the process may be served on
any of the following:

(a) Any manager of a manager-managed domestic limited liability
company or registered foreign limited liability company. On a member of
a member-managed limited liability company;

(b) Any member of a member-managed domestic limited liability
company or registered foreign limited liability company. On a manager of
a manager-managed limited liability company; or

(c) Any person listed publicly by the domestic limited liability company
or registered foreign limited liability company on its latest annual report, as
most recently amended If a member or manager is not available during
regular business hours to accept service on behalf of the limited liability
company, he, she, or it may designate an employee of the limited liability
company to accept such service. After one attempt to serve a member,
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manager, or designated employee has been made, process may be served on
the person in charge of the limited liability company during regular business
hours.

(4)(3) If, after due reasonable diligence, the service of process cannot be
completed under subsection (2) and if either:

(a) The only person listed publicly by the domestic limited liability
company or registered foreign limited liability company on its latest annual
report, as most recently amended, is also the registered agent on whom
service was attempted under subsection (2); or

(b) After due diligence, service was attempted on at least one person
listed publicly by the domestic limited liability company or registered foreign
limited liability company on its latest annual report, as most recently
amended, and cannot be completed on such person under subsection (3) (1) or
subsection (2),

the service of process may be served as provided in s. 48.161 on effected by
service upon the Secretary of State as an agent of the domestic limited
liability company or the registered foreign limited liability company or by
order of the court under s. 48.102 as provided for in s. 48.181.

(5)(4) If the address for the registered agent or any person listed publicly
by the domestic limited liability company or registered foreign limited
liability company on its latest annual report, as most recently amended,
member, or manager is a residence, a private mailbox, a virtual office, or an
executive office or mini suite, service on the domestic limited liability
company or registered foreign limited liability company may be made by
serving any of the following:

(a) The registered agent of the domestic limited liability company or
registered foreign limited liability company, in accordance with s. 48.031.

(b) Any person listed publicly by the domestic limited liability company
or registered foreign limited liability company on its latest annual report, as
most recently amended, in accordance with s. 48.031.

(c) Any, member, or manager of the domestic limited liability company or
registered foreign limited liability company, in accordance with s. 48.031.

(6) A foreign limited liability company engaging in business in this state
which is not registered is considered, for purposes of service of process, a
nonresident engaging in business in this state and may be served pursuant
to s. 48.181 or by order of the court under s. 48.102.

(7)(5) This section does not apply to service of process on insurance
companies.

Section 4. Section 48.071, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:
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48.071 Service on agents of nonresidents doing business in the state.—
When any natural person or partnership not residing or having a principal
place of business in this state engages in business in this state, process may
be served on the person who is in charge of any business in which the
defendant is engaged within this state at the time of service, including
agents soliciting orders for goods, wares, merchandise, or services. Any
process so served is as valid as if served personally on the nonresident person
or partnership engaging in business in this state in any action against the
person or partnership arising out of such business. A copy of such process
with a notice of service on the person in charge of such businessmust shall be
sent forthwith to the nonresident person or partnership by registered mail;
by or certified mail, return receipt requested; or by use of a commercial firm
regularly engaged in the business of document or package delivery. The
party seeking to effectuate service, or the attorney for such party, shall
prepare. an affidavit of compliance with this section which must shall be
filed before the return day or within such further time as the court may
allow.

Section 5. Section 48.081, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

48.081 Service on a domestic corporation or registered foreign corpora-
tion.—

(1) As used in this section, the term “registered foreign corporation”
means a foreign corporation that has an active certificate of authority to
transact business in this state pursuant to a record filed with the
Department of State.

(2) A domestic corporation or a registered foreign corporation may be
served with process required or authorized by law by service on its registered
agent designated by the corporation under chapter 607 or chapter 617, as
applicable.

(3) If service cannot be made on a registered agent of the domestic
corporation or registered foreign corporation because the domestic corpora-
tion or registered foreign corporation ceases to have a registered agent, or if
the registered agent of the domestic corporation or registered foreign
corporation cannot otherwise be served after one good faith attempt because
of a failure to comply with this chapter, chapter 607, or chapter 617, as
applicable, the process may be served on either of the following Process
against any private corporation, domestic or foreign, may be served:

(a) The chair of the board of directors, On the president, any or vice
president, the secretary, or the treasurer or other head of the domestic
corporation or registered foreign corporation.;

(b) Any person listed publicly by the domestic corporation or registered
foreign corporation on its latest annual report, as most recently amended In
the absence of any person described in paragraph (a), on the cashier,
treasurer, secretary, or general manager;
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(c) In the absence of any person described in paragraph (a) or paragraph
(b), on any director; or

(d) In the absence of any person described in paragraph (a), paragraph
(b), or paragraph (c), on any officer or business agent residing in the state.

(4) If, after due diligence, the process cannot be completed under
subsection (2) and if either:

(a) The only person listed publicly by the domestic corporation or
registered foreign corporation on its latest annual report, as most recently
amended, is also the registered agent on whom service was attempted under
subsection (2); or

(b) After due diligence, service was attempted on at least one person
listed publicly by the domestic corporation or registered foreign corporation
on its latest annual report, as most recently amended, and cannot be
completed on such person under subsection (3),

the process may be served as provided in s. 48.161 on the Secretary of State
as an agent of the domestic corporation or registered foreign corporation or
by order of the court under s. 48.102

(2) If a foreign corporation has none of the foregoing officers or agents in
this state, service may be made on any agent transacting business for it in
this state.

(3)(a) As an alternative to all of the foregoing, process may be served on
the agent designated by the corporation under s. 48.091. However, if service
cannot be made on a registered agent because of failure to comply with s.
48.091, service of process shall be permitted on any employee at the
corporation’s principal place of business or on any employee of the registered
agent. A person attempting to serve process pursuant to this paragraph may
serve the process on any employee of the registered agent during the first
attempt at service even if the registered agent is temporarily absent from his
or her office.

(5)(b) If the address for the registered agent or any person listed publicly
by the domestic corporation or registered foreign corporation on its latest
annual report, as most recently amended, officer, director, or principal place
of business is a residence, a private mailbox, a virtual office, or an executive
office or mini suite, service on the domestic corporation or registered foreign
corporation may be made by serving any of the following:

(a) The registered agent of the domestic corporation or registered foreign
corporation, officer, or director in accordance with s. 48.031.

(b) Any person listed publicly by the domestic corporation or registered
foreign corporation on its latest annual report, as most recently amended, in
accordance with s. 48.031.
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(c) Any person serving in one of the positions specified in paragraph
(3)(a), in accordance with s. 48.031.

(6) A foreign corporation engaging in business in this state which is not
registered is considered, for purposes of service of process, a nonresident
engaging in business in this state andmay be served pursuant to s. 48.181 or
by order of the court under s. 48.102.

(7)(4) This section does not apply to service of process on insurance
companies.

(5) When a corporation engages in substantial and not isolated activities
within this state, or has a business office within the state and is actually
engaged in the transaction of business therefrom, service upon any officer or
business agent while on corporate business within this state may personally
be made, pursuant to this section, and it is not necessary in such case that
the action, suit, or proceeding against the corporation shall have arisen out
of any transaction or operation connected with or incidental to the business
being transacted within the state.

Section 6. Section 48.091, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

48.091 Partnerships, corporations, and limited liability companies;
designation of registered agent and registered office.—

(1) As used in this section, the term:

(a) “Registered foreign corporation” and “registered foreign limited
liability company” have the same meanings as in ss. 48.081 and 48.062,
respectively.

(b) “Registered foreign limited liability partnership” or “registered
foreign limited partnership” means a foreign limited liability partnership
or foreign limited partnership that has an active certificate of authority to
transact business in this state pursuant to a record filed with the
Department of State.

(2) Every domestic limited liability partnership; domestic limited
partnership, including limited liability limited partnerships; domestic
corporation; domestic limited liability company; registered foreign limited
liability partnership; registered foreign limited partnership, including
limited liability limited partnerships; registered foreign corporation; and
registered foreign limited liability company Florida corporation and every
foreign corporation now qualified or hereafter qualifying to transact
business in this state shall designate a registered agent and registered
office in accordance with chapter 605, part I of chapter 607, chapter 617, or
chapter 620, as applicable.

(3)(2) Every domestic limited liability partnership; domestic limited
partnership, including limited liability limited partnerships; domestic
corporation; domestic limited liability company; registered foreign limited
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liability partnership; registered foreign limited partnership, including
limited liability limited partnerships; registered foreign corporation; regis-
tered foreign limited liability company; and domestic or foreign general
partnership that elects to designate a registered agent, shall cause the
designated registered agent to corporation shall keep the designated
registered office open from at least 10 a.m. to 12 noon each day except
Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays, and shall cause the designated
registered agent to keep one or more individuals who are, or are
representatives of, the designated registered agents on whom process may
be served at the office during these hours. The corporation shall keep a sign
posted in the office in some conspicuous place designating the name of the
corporation and the name of its registered agent on whom process may be
served at the office during these hours.

(4) A person attempting to serve process pursuant to this section on a
registered agent that is other than a natural personmay serve the process on
any employee of the registered agent. A person attempting to serve process
pursuant to this section on a natural person, if the natural person is
temporarily absent from his or her office, may serve the process during the
first attempt at service on any employee of such natural person.

(5) The registered agent shall promptly forward copies of the process and
any other papers received in connection with the service to a responsible
person in charge of the business entity. Failure to comply with this
subsection does not invalidate the service of process.

Section 7. Section 48.101, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

48.101 Service on dissolved corporations, dissolved limited liability
companies, dissolved limited partnerships, and dissolved limited liability
partnerships.—

(1) Process against the directors of any corporation that which was
dissolved before July 1, 1990, as trustees of the dissolved corporation must
shall be served on one or more of the directors of the dissolved corporation as
trustees thereof and binds all of the directors of the dissolved corporation as
trustees thereof. Process against any other dissolved corporation shall be
served in accordance with s. 48.081.

(2)(a) Process against any other dissolved domestic corporation must be
served in accordance with s. 48.081.

(b) In addition, provided that service was first properly attempted on the
registered agent pursuant to s. 48.081(2), but was not successful, service
may then be attempted as required under s. 48.081(3). In addition to the
persons listed in s. 48.081(3), service may then be attempted on the person
appointed by the circuit court as the trustee, custodian, or receiver under s.
607.1405(6).
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(c) A party attempting to serve a dissolved domestic for-profit corpora-
tion under this section may petition the court to appoint one of the persons
specified in s. 607.1405(6) to receive service of process on behalf of the
corporation.

(3)(a) Process against any dissolved domestic limited liability company
must be served in accordance with s. 48.062.

(b) In addition, provided that service was first properly attempted on the
registered agent pursuant to s. 48.062(2), but was not successful, service
may then be attempted as required under s. 48.062(3). In addition to the
persons listed in s. 48.062(3), service on a dissolved domestic limited liability
company may be made on the person appointed as the liquidator, trustee, or
receiver under s. 605.0709.

(c) A party attempting to serve a dissolved domestic limited liability
company under this section may petition the court to appoint one of the
persons specified in s. 605.0709(5) to receive service of process on behalf of
the limited liability company.

(4) Process against any dissolved domestic limited partnership must be
served in accordance with s. 48.061.

Section 8. Section 48.102, Florida Statutes, is created to read:

48.102 Service by other means.—If, after due diligence, a party seeking
to effectuate service is unable to effectuate personal service of process on a
domestic or foreign corporation; a domestic or foreign general partnership,
including a limited liability partnership; a domestic or foreign limited
partnership, including a limited liability limited partnership; or a domestic
or foreign limited liability company, the court, upon motion and a showing of
such inability, may authorize service in any other manner that the party
seeking to effectuate service shows will be reasonably effective to give the
entity on which service is sought to be effectuated actual notice of the suit.
Such othermanners of service may include service electronically by e-mail or
other technology by any person authorized to serve process in accordance
with this chapter, or by an attorney. The court may authorize other methods
of service consistent with the principles of due process. In suits involving a
breach of contract, the court may consider authorizing the parties to
effectuate service in the manner provided for in the contractual notice
provision of the subject contract.

Section 9. Subsection (1) of section 48.111, Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:

48.111 Service on public agencies and officers.—

(1) Process against any municipal corporation, agency, board, or
commission, department, or subdivision of the state or any county which
has a governing board, council, or commission or which is a body corporate
shall be served:
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(a) On the registered agent; or

(b) If the municipal corporation, agency, board, or commission, depart-
ment, or subdivision of the state does not have a registered agent, or if the
registered agent cannot otherwise be served after one good faith attempt:

1. On the president, mayor, chair, or other head thereof; and in the his or
her absence of all persons listed in this subparagraph;

2.(b) On the vice president, vice mayor, or vice chair, and or in the
absence of all persons listed in subparagraph 1. and this subparagraph of the
above;

3.(c) On any member of the governing board, council, or commission, the
manager of the governmental entity, if any, or an in-house attorney for the
governmental entity, if any, and in the absence of all the persons listed in
subparagraph 1., subparagraph 2., and this subparagraph;

4. On any employee of the governmental entity at the main office of the
governmental entity.

Section 10. Subsection (2) of section 48.151, Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:

48.151 Service on statutory agents for certain persons.—

(2) This section does not apply to substituted service of process under s.
48.161 or s. 48.181 on nonresidents.

Section 11. Section 48.161, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

48.161 Method of substituted service on nonresident.—

(1) When authorized by law, substituted service of process on a
nonresident individual or a corporation or other business entity incorporated
or formed under the laws of any other state, territory, or commonwealth, or
the laws of any foreign country, may or a person who conceals his or her
whereabouts by serving a public officer designated by law shall be made by
sending leaving a copy of the process to the office of the Secretary of State by
personal delivery; by registered mail; with a fee of $8.75 with the public
officer or in his or her office or by mailing the copies by certified mail, return
receipt requested; by use of a commercial firm regularly engaged in the
business of document or package delivery; or by electronic transmission to
the public officer with the fee. The service is sufficient service on a party that
defendant who has appointed or is deemed to have appointed the Secretary
of State a public officer as such party’s his or her agent for the service of
process. The Secretary of State shall keep a record of all process served on
the Secretary of State showing the day and hour of service.

(2) Notice of service and a copy of the process must shall be sent
forthwith by the party effectuating service or by such party’s attorney by
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registered mail; by registered or certified mail, return receipt requested; or
by use of a commercial firm regularly engaged in the business of document or
package delivery. In addition, if the parties have recently and regularly used
e-mail or other electronic means to communicate between themselves, the
notice of service and a copy of the process must be sent by such electronic
means or, if the party is being served by substituted service, the notice of
service and a copy of the process must be served at such party’s last known
physical address and, if applicable, last known electronic address. The party
effectuating service shall file proof of service or return receipts showing
delivery to the other party by mail or courier and by electronic means, if
electronic means were used, unless the party is actively refusing or rejecting
the delivery of the notice. An by the plaintiff or his or her attorney to the
defendant, and the defendant’s return receipt and the affidavit of compliance
of the party effectuating service plaintiff or such party’s his or her attorney
must of compliance shall be filed within 40 days after on or before the date
return day of service on the Secretary of State process or within such
additional time as the court allows. The affidavit of compliance must set
forth the facts that justify substituted service under this section and that
show due diligence was exercised in attempting to locate and effectuate
personal service on the party before using substituted service under this
section. The party effectuating service does not need to allege in its original
or amended complaint the facts required to be set forth in the affidavit of
compliance.

(3) When an individual or a business entity conceals its whereabouts, the
party seeking to effectuate service, after exercising due diligence to locate
and effectuate personal service, may use substituted service pursuant to
subsection (1) in connection with any action in which the court has
jurisdiction over such individual or business entity. The party seeking to
effectuate service must also comply with subsection (2); however, a return
receipt or other proof showing acceptance of receipt of the notice of service
and a, or the notice and copy of the shall be served on the defendant, if found
within the state, by an officer authorized to serve legal process by the
concealed party need not be filed, or if found without the state, by a sheriff or
a deputy sheriff of any county of this state or any duly constituted public
officer qualified to serve like process in the state or jurisdiction where the
defendant is found. The officer’s return showing service shall be filed on or
before the return day of the process or within such time as the court allows.
The fee paid by the plaintiff to the public officer shall be taxed as cost if he or
she prevails in the action. The public officer shall keep a record of all process
served on him or her showing the day and hour of service.

(4) The party effectuating service is considered to have used due
diligence if that party:

(a) Made diligent inquiry and exerted an honest and conscientious effort
appropriate to the circumstances to acquire the information necessary to
effectuate personal service;
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(b) In seeking to effectuate personal service, reasonably employed the
knowledge at the party’s command, including knowledge obtained pursuant
to paragraph (a); and

(c) Made an appropriate number of attempts to serve the party, taking
into account the particular circumstances, during such times when and
where such party is reasonably likely to be found, as determined through
resources reasonably available to the party seeking to secure service of
process.

(5)(2) If any individual person on whom service of process is authorized
under subsection (1) dies, service may be made in the same manner on his or
her administrator, executor, curator, or personal representative in the same
manner.

(9)(3) This section does not apply to persons on whom service is
authorized under s. 48.151.

(6)(4) The Secretary of State public officer may designate an individual
some other person in his or her office to accept service.

(7) Service of process is effectuated under this section on the date the
service is received by the Department of State.

(8) The Department of State shall maintain a record of each process
served pursuant to this section and record the time of and the action taken
regarding the service.

Section 12. Section 48.181, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

48.181 Substituted service on nonresidents and foreign business entities
nonresident engaging in business in state or concealing their whereabouts.

(1) As used in this section, the term “foreign business entity” means any
corporation or other business entity that is incorporated, formed, or existing
under the laws of any other state, territory, or commonwealth, or the laws of
any foreign country.

(2) The acceptance by any individual person or persons, individually or
associated together as a copartnership or any other form or type of
association, who is a resident are residents of any other state, territory,
or commonwealth, or of any foreign or country, or by any foreign business
entity and all foreign corporations, and any person who is a resident of the
state and who subsequently becomes a nonresident of the state or conceals
his or her whereabouts, of the privilege extended by law to nonresidents and
others to operate, conduct, engage in, or carry on a business or business
venture in this the state, or to have an office or agency in this the state, is
deemed to constitute constitutes an appointment by the individual or
persons and foreign business entity corporations of the Secretary of State of
this the state as its their agent on whom all process in any action or
proceeding against the individual or foreign business entity them, or any
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combination thereof of them, arising out of any transaction or operation
connected with or incidental to the business or business venture may be
served as substituted service in accordance with this chapter. The
acceptance of the privilege is signification of the agreement of the respective
individual or persons and foreign business entity corporations that the
process served against it in accordance with this chapter them which is so
served is of the same validity as if served personally on the individual
persons or foreign business entity corporations.

(3)(2) If a foreign business entity corporation has registered to do
business a resident agent or officer in this the state and has maintained
its registration in an active status or otherwise continued to have a
registered agent, personal service of process must first shall be attempted
served on the foreign business entity in the manner and order of priority
described in this chapter as applicable to the foreign business entity. If, after
due diligence, the party seeking to effectuate service of process is unable to
effectuate service of process on the registered agent or other official as
provided in this chapter, the party may use substituted service of process on
the Secretary of State resident agent or officer.

(4) Any individual or foreign business entity that conceals its where-
abouts is deemed to have appointed the Secretary of State as its agent on
whom all process may be served, in any action or proceeding against it, or
any combination thereof, arising out of any transaction or operation
connected with or incidental to any business or business venture carried
on in this state by such individual or foreign business entity.

(5)(3) Any individual or foreign business entity that person, firm, or
corporation which sells, consigns, or leases by any means whatsoever
tangible or intangible personal property, through brokers, jobbers, whole-
salers, or distributors to any individual person, firm, or corporation, or other
business entity in this state is conclusively presumed to be both engaged in
substantial and not isolated activities within this state and operating,
conducting, engaging in, or carrying on a business or business venture in
this state.

(6) Service pursuant to this section must be effectuated in the manner
prescribed by s. 48.161.

Section 13. Section 48.184, Florida Statutes, is created to read:

48.184 Service of process for removal of unknown parties in possession.

(1) This section applies only to actions governed by s. 82.03, s. 83.21, s.
83.59, or s. 723.061 and only to the extent that such actions seek relief for the
removal of unknown parties in possession of real property. The provisions of
this section are cumulative to other provisions of law or rules of court about
service of process, and all other such provisions are cumulative to this
section.
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(2) A summons must be issued in the name of “Unknown Party in
Possession” when the name of an occupant of real property is not known to
the plaintiff and the property occupied by the unknown party is identified in
the complaint and summons. A separate summons must be issued for each
such unknown occupant.

(3) The plaintiff shall attempt to serve the summons on any unknown
occupant of the property described in the summons and complaint. If service
on the unknown occupant is not effectuated on the first attempt, at least two
additional attempts must be made. The three attempts to obtain service
must be made once during business hours, once during nonbusiness hours,
and once during a weekend. The process server shall make an inquiry as to
the name of the unknown occupant at the time of service. The return of
service must note the name of the occupant if obtained by the process server
or state that the name of the occupant could not be obtained after inquiry. If
the name of the occupant becomes known to the plaintiff through the return
of service or otherwise, without notice or hearing thereon, all subsequent
proceedings must be conducted under the true name of such occupant and all
prior proceedings are deemed amended accordingly.

(4) Service of process must also be made on unknown occupants by both
of the following means:

(a) By attaching the summons and complaint to a conspicuous location
on the premises involved in the proceedings.

(b) Upon issuance of the summons, by the plaintiff providing the clerk of
the court with one additional copy of the summons and complaint for each
unknown occupant and a prestamped envelope for each unknown occupant
addressed to the unknown occupant at the address of the premises involved
in the proceedings. The clerk of the court shall immediately mail a copy of
the summons and complaint by first-class mail, note the fact of mailing in
the docket, and file a certificate in the court file of the fact and date of
mailing. The clerk of the court shall charge such fees for such services as
provided by law.

(5) Service is effective on the unknown occupant in possession on the
later of the date that personal service is made, the date of attaching the
summons and complaint to a conspicuous location on the premises, or upon
mailing by the clerk.

(6) The judgment and writ of possession must refer to any unknown
occupant in possession by name if the name is shown on the return of service
or is otherwise known to the plaintiff. If the name of any unknown occupant
in possession is not shown on the return of service or otherwise known to the
plaintiff and service has been effectuated as provided in this section, the
judgment and writ of possession must refer to each such person as
“Unknown Party in Possession,” and the writ of possession must be executed
by the sheriff by dispossessing the occupants and placing the plaintiff in
possession of the property.
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Section 14. Subsections (1) and (2) of section 48.194, Florida Statutes,
are amended to read:

48.194 Personal service in another outside state, territory, or common-
wealth of the United States.—

(1) Except as otherwise provided herein, service of process on a party in
another persons outside of this state, territory, or commonwealth of the
United States must shall be made in the same manner as service within this
state by any person authorized to serve process in the state where service
shall be made the person is served. No order of court is required. A court may
consider the return-of-service form described in s. 48.21, or any other
competent evidence, must be filed with the court stating the time, manner,
and place of service. The court may consider such evidence in determining
whether service has been properly made. Service of process on persons
outside the United States may be required to conform to the provisions of the
Hague Convention on the Service Abroad of Judicial and Extrajudicial
Documents in Civil or Commercial Matters.

(2) When where in rem or quasi in rem relief is sought in a foreclosure
proceeding as defined by s. 702.09, and the address of the person to be served
is known, service of process on a person in another state, territory, or
commonwealth outside of the United States this state where the address of
the person to be served is known may be made by registered mail as follows:

(a) The party’s attorney or the party, if the party is not represented by an
attorney, shall place a copy of the original process and the complaint,
petition, or other initial pleading or paper and, if applicable, the order to
show cause issued pursuant to s. 702.10 in a sealed envelope with adequate
postage addressed to the person to be served.

(b) The envelope must shall be placed in the mail as registered mail.

(c) Service under this subsection is deemed shall be considered obtained
upon the signing of the return receipt by the person allowed to be served by
law.

Section 15. Section 48.197, Florida Statutes, is created to read:

48.197 Service in a foreign country.—

(1) Service of process may be effectuated in a foreign country upon a
party, other than aminor or an incompetent person, as provided in any of the
following:

(a) By any internationally agreed-upon means of service reasonably
calculated to give actual notice of the proceedings, such as those authorized
by theHague Convention on the Service Abroad of Judicial and Extrajudicial
Documents in Civil or Commercial Matters.
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(b) If there is no internationally agreed-upon means of service, or if an
international agreement allows but does not specify other means, by a
method reasonably calculated to give actual notice of the proceedings:

1. As prescribed by the foreign country’s law for service in that country in
an action in its courts of general jurisdiction;

2. As the foreign authority directs in response to a letter rogatory or
letter of request; or

3. Unless prohibited by the foreign country’s law, by:

a. If serving an individual, delivering a copy of the summons and of the
complaint to the individual personally; or

b. Using any form of mail that the clerk addresses and sends to the party
and which requires a signed receipt.

(c) Pursuant to motion and order by the court, by other means, including
electronically by e-mail or other technology, which the party seeking service
shows is reasonably calculated to give actual notice of the proceedings and is
not prohibited by international agreement, as the court orders.

(2) Service of process may be effectuated in a foreign country upon a
minor or an incompetent person in the manner prescribed by subparagraph
(1)(b)1., subparagraph (1)(b)2., or paragraph (1)(c).

Section 16. Subsection (15) of section 49.011, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

49.011 Service of process by publication; cases in which allowed.—
Service of process by publication may be made in any court on any party
identified in s. 49.021 in any action or proceeding:

(15) To determine paternity, but only as to:

(a) The legal father in a paternity action in which another man is alleged
to be the biological father, in which case it is necessary to serve process on
the legal father in order to establish paternity with regard to the alleged
biological father; or

(b) The legal mother when there is no legal father.

Section 17. Effective upon this act becoming a law, subsection (2),
paragraph (a) of subsection (3), and subsection (4) of section 766.106, Florida
Statutes, are amended to read:

766.106 Notice before filing action for medical negligence; presuit
screening period; offers for admission of liability and for arbitration;
informal discovery; review.—

(2) PRESUIT NOTICE.—
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(a) After completion of presuit investigation pursuant to s. 766.203(2)
and before prior to filing a complaint for medical negligence, a claimant shall
notify each prospective defendant of intent to initiate litigation for medical
negligence by at least one of the following verifiable means:

1. United States Postal Service certified mail, return receipt requested;

2. United States Postal Service mail with a tracking number;

3. An interstate commercial mail carrier or delivery service; or

4. Any person authorized by law to serve process.

(b)1. Proof of service made pursuant to this subsection and delivered to
an address on file with the Department of Health, the Secretary of State, or
the Agency for Health Care Administration creates a rebuttable presump-
tion that service was received by the prospective defendant.

2. If service is challenged during subsequent litigation, the court must
conduct an evidentiary hearing to determine whether the prospective
defendant or a person legally related to the prospective defendant was
provided notice pursuant to this subsection and, if so, the date of such
service. If service is challenged under this subparagraph, it must be
challenged in the first response to the complaint, and if:

a. The court determines that service was properly made at the
prospective defendant’s address as listed on the state licensing agency
website or an address on file with the Secretary of State; and

b. The prospective defendant proves by the greater weight of the
evidence that neither the prospective defendant nor a person legally related
to the prospective defendant at the time of service knew or should have
known of the service,

the court must stay the case for a presuit investigation period pursuant to s.
766.106, and the statute of limitations and statute of repose must be tolled
from the time service was properly made at the prospective defendant’s
address as listed on the state licensing agency website or an address on file
with the Secretary of State. The tolling shall end at the conclusion of the
presuit investigation period provided for in this subsection, and the stay of
litigation shall automatically end at the conclusion of the presuit investiga-
tion period by certified mail, return receipt requested, of intent to initiate
litigation for medical negligence.

(c) Notice to each prospective defendant must include, if available, a list
of all known health care providers seen by the claimant for the injuries
complained of subsequent to the alleged act of negligence, all known health
care providers during the 2-year period before prior to the alleged act of
negligence who treated or evaluated the claimant, copies of all of the medical
records relied upon by the expert in signing the affidavit, and the executed
authorization form provided in s. 766.1065.

Ch. 2022-190 LAWS OF FLORIDA Ch. 2022-190

19
CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.

ILS Annual Meeting 2022 Exhibit C19 Friday, June 24, 2022



(d)(b) Following the initiation of a suit allegingmedical negligence with a
court of competent jurisdiction, and service of the complaint upon a
prospective defendant, the claimant shall provide a copy of the complaint
to the Department of Health and, if the complaint involves a facility licensed
under chapter 395, the Agency for Health Care Administration. The
requirement of providing the complaint to the Department of Health or
the Agency for Health Care Administration does not impair the claimant’s
legal rights or ability to seek relief for his or her claim. The Department of
Health or the Agency for Health Care Administration shall review each
incident that is the subject of the complaint and determine whether it
involved conduct by a licensee which is potentially subject to disciplinary
action, in which case, for a licensed health care practitioner, the provisions of
s. 456.073 applies apply and, for a licensed facility, the provisions of part I of
chapter 395 applies apply.

(3) PRESUIT INVESTIGATION BY PROSPECTIVE DEFENDANT.—

(a) A no suit may not be filed for a period of 90 days after notice is
deliveredmailed to any prospective defendant. During the 90-day period, the
prospective defendant or the prospective defendant’s insurer or self-insurer
shall conduct a review as provided in s. 766.203(3) to determine the liability
of the prospective defendant. Each insurer or self-insurer shall have a
procedure for the prompt investigation, review, and evaluation of claims
during the 90-day period. This procedure must shall include one or more of
the following:

1. Internal review by a duly qualified claims adjuster;

2. Creation of a panel comprised of an attorney knowledgeable in the
prosecution or defense of medical negligence actions, a health care provider
trained in the same or similar medical specialty as the prospective
defendant, and a duly qualified claims adjuster;

3. A contractual agreement with a state or local professional society of
health care providers, which maintains a medical review committee; or

4. Any other similar procedure which fairly and promptly evaluates the
pending claim.

Each insurer or self-insurer shall investigate the claim in good faith, and
both the claimant and prospective defendant shall cooperate with the
insurer in good faith. If the insurer requires, a claimant must shall appear
before a pretrial screening panel or before a medical review committee and
shall submit to a physical examination, if required. Unreasonable failure of
any party to comply with this section justifies dismissal of claims or
defenses. There shall be no civil liability for participation in a pretrial
screening procedure if done without intentional fraud.

(4) SERVICE OF PRESUIT NOTICE AND TOLLING.—The notice of
intent to initiate litigation must shall be served within the time limits set
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forth in s. 95.11. However, upon mailing of the notice of intent to initiate
litigation, as provided in subparagraph (2)(a)1., subparagraph (2)(a)2., or
subparagraph (2)(a)3., and during the 90-day period provided in subsection
(3), the statute of limitations is tolled as to all prospective potential
defendants. If the notice of intent to initiate litigation is served by a process
server as provided in subparagraph (2)(a)4., the statute of limitations is
tolled upon the process server’s first attempt to serve the prospective
defendant and continues during the 90-day period as to all prospective
defendants. Upon stipulation by the parties, the 90-day period may be
extended and the statute of limitations is tolled during any such extension.
Upon receiving notice of termination of negotiations in an extended period,
the claimant shall have 60 days or the remainder of the period of the statute
of limitations, whichever is greater, within which to file suit. As used in this
section, the terms “prospective” and “potential” are interchangeable.

Section 18. Section 495.145, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

495.145 Forum for actions regarding registration.—An action seeking
cancellation of a registration of a mark registered under this chapter may be
brought in any court of competent jurisdiction in this state. Service of
process on a nonresident registrant may be made in accordance with ss.
48.161 and 48.181 s. 48.181. The department may shall not be made a party
to cancellation proceedings.

Section 19. Section 605.0117, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

605.0117 Serving Service of process, giving notice, or making a demand.

(1) Process against a limited liability company or registered foreign
limited liability company may be served in accordance with s. 48.062 and
chapter 48 or chapter 49 with process required or authorized by law by
serving on its registered agent.

(2) If a limited liability company or registered foreign limited liability
company ceases to have a registered agent or if its registered agent cannot
with reasonable diligence be served, the process required or permitted by
law may instead be served:

(a) On a member of a member-managed limited liability company or
registered foreign limited liability company; or

(b) On a manager of a manager-managed limited liability company or
registered foreign limited liability company.

(3) If the process cannot be served on a limited liability company or
registered foreign limited liability company pursuant to subsection (1) or
subsection (2), the process may be served on the secretary of state as an
agent of the company.

(4) Service of process on the secretary of state may be made by delivering
to and leaving with the department duplicate copies of the process.
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(5) Service is effectuated under subsection (3) on the date shown as
received by the department.

(6) The department shall keep a record of each process served pursuant
to this section and record the time of and the action taken regarding the
service.

(7) Any notice or demand on a limited liability company or registered
foreign limited liability company under this chapter may be given or made to
any member of a member-managed limited liability company or registered
foreign limited liability company or to any manager of a manager-managed
limited liability company or registered foreign limited liability company; to
the registered agent of the limited liability company or registered foreign
limited liability company at the registered office of the limited liability
company or registered foreign limited liability company in this state; or to
any other address in this state which that is in fact the principal office of the
limited liability company or registered foreign limited liability company in
this state.

(3) A registered series of a foreign series limited liability company may
be served in the same manner as a registered limited liability company.

(4)(8) This section does not affect the right to serve process, give notice,
or make a demand in any other manner provided by law.

Section 20. Subsection (1) of section 605.09091, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

605.09091 Judicial review of denial of reinstatement.—

(1) If the department denies a foreign limited liability company’s
application for reinstatement after revocation of its certificate of authority,
the department must shall serve the foreign limited liability company,
pursuant to s. 605.0117(2) s. 605.0117(7), with a written notice that explains
the reason or reasons for the denial.

Section 21. Paragraphs (f) and (g) of subsection (1) and subsection (2) of
section 605.0910, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

605.0910 Withdrawal and cancellation of certificate of authority.—

(1) To cancel its certificate of authority to transact business in this state,
a foreign limited liability company must deliver to the department for filing
a notice of withdrawal of certificate of authority. The certificate of authority
is canceled when the notice becomes effective pursuant to s. 605.0207. The
notice of withdrawal of certificate of authority must be signed by an
authorized representative and state the following:

(f) A mailing address and an e-mail address to which a party seeking to
effectuate service of process the department may send mail a copy of any
process served on the Secretary of State under paragraph (e).
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(g) A commitment to notify the department in the future of any change in
its mailing address or e-mail address.

(2) After the withdrawal of the foreign limited liability company is
effective, service of process on the Secretary of State using the procedures set
forth in s. 48.161 under this section is service on the foreign limited liability
company. Upon receipt of the process, the department shall mail a copy of
the process to the foreign limited liability company at the mailing address
set forth under paragraph (1)(f).

Section 22. Paragraph (f) of subsection (2) of section 605.1045, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

605.1045 Articles of conversion.—

(2) The articles of conversion must contain the following:

(f) If the converted entity is a foreign entity that does not have a
certificate of authority to transact business in this state, a mailing address
and an e-mail address to which a party seeking to effectuate service of
process the department may send any process served on the Secretary of
State department pursuant to s. 605.0117 and chapter 48.

Section 23. Section 607.0504, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

607.0504 Serving Service of process, giving notice, or making a demand
on a corporation.—

(1) A corporation may be served with process required or authorized by
law in accordance with s. 48.081 and chapter 48 or chapter 49 by serving on
its registered agent.

(2) If a corporation ceases to have a registered agent or if its registered
agent cannot with reasonable diligence be served, the process required or
permitted by law may instead be served on the chair of the board, the
president, any vice president, the secretary, or the treasurer of the
corporation at the principal office of the corporation in this state.

(3) If the process cannot be served on a corporation pursuant to
subsection (1) or subsection (2), the process may be served on the secretary
of state as an agent of the corporation.

(4) Service of process on the secretary of state shall be made by
delivering to and leaving with the department duplicate copies of the
process.

(5) Service is effectuated under subsection (3) on the date shown as
received by the department.

Ch. 2022-190 LAWS OF FLORIDA Ch. 2022-190

23
CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.

ILS Annual Meeting 2022 Exhibit C23 Friday, June 24, 2022



(6) The department shall keep a record of each process served on the
secretary of state pursuant to this subsection and record the time of and the
action taken regarding the service.

(7) Any notice or demand on a corporation under this chapter may be
given or made to the chair of the board, the president, any vice president, the
secretary, or the treasurer of the corporation; to the registered agent of the
corporation at the registered office of the corporation in this state; or to any
other address in this state which that is in fact the principal office of the
corporation in this state.

(3)(8) This section does not affect the right to serve process, give notice,
or make a demand in any other manner provided by law.

Section 24. Subsection (1) of section 607.1423, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

607.1423 Judicial review of denial of reinstatement.—

(1) If the department denies a corporation’s application for reinstate-
ment after administrative dissolution, the department must shall serve the
corporation under either s. 607.0504(1) or (2) with a written notice that
explains the reason or reasons for denial.

Section 25. Section 607.15101, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

607.15101 Serving Service of process, giving notice, or making a demand
on a foreign corporation.—

(1) A foreign corporation may be served with process required or
authorized by law in accordance with s. 48.081 and chapter 48 or chapter
49 by serving on its registered agent.

(2) If a foreign corporation ceases to have a registered agent or if its
registered agent cannot with reasonable diligence be served, the process
required or permitted by lawmay instead be served on the chair of the board,
the president, any vice president, the secretary, or the treasurer of the
foreign corporation at the principal office of the foreign corporation in this
state.

(3) If the process cannot be served on a foreign corporation pursuant to
subsection (1) or subsection (2), the process may be served on the secretary of
state as an agent of the foreign corporation.

(4) Service of process on the secretary of state may be made by delivering
to and leaving with the department duplicate copies of the process.

(5) Service is effectuated under subsection (3) on the date shown as
received by the department.
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(6) The department shall keep a record of each process served on the
secretary of state pursuant to this section and record the time of and the
action taken regarding the service.

(7) Any notice or demand on a foreign corporation under this chapter
may be given or made: to the chair of the board, the president, any vice
president, the secretary, or the treasurer of the foreign corporation; to the
registered agent of the foreign corporation at the registered office of the
foreign corporation in this state; or to any other address in this state which
that is in fact the principal office of the foreign corporation in this state.

(3)(8) This section does not affect the right to serve process, give notice,
or make a demand in any other manner provided by law.

Section 26. Paragraphs (f) and (g) of subsection (1) and subsection (2) of
section 607.1520, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

607.1520 Withdrawal and cancellation of certificate of authority for
foreign corporation.—

(1) To cancel its certificate of authority to transact business in this state,
a foreign corporation must deliver to the department for filing a notice of
withdrawal of certificate of authority. The certificate of authority is canceled
when the notice of withdrawal becomes effective pursuant to s. 607.0123.
The notice of withdrawal of certificate of authority must be signed by an
officer or director and state the following:

(f) A mailing address and an e-mail address to which a party seeking to
effectuate service of process the secretary of state may send mail a copy of
any process served on the Secretary of State under paragraph (e).

(g) A commitment to notify the department in the future of any change in
its mailing address or e-mail address.

(2) After the withdrawal of the foreign corporation is effective, service of
process on the Secretary of State using the procedures in s. 48.161 under this
section is service on the foreign corporation. Upon receipt of the process, the
secretary of state shall mail a copy of the process to the foreign corporation at
the mailing address set forth under paragraph (1)(f).

Section 27. Subsections (1) and (3) of section 617.0504, Florida Statutes,
are amended to read:

617.0504 Serving Service of process, giving notice, or making a demand
on a corporation.—

(1) Process against any corporation may be served in accordance with s.
48.081 and chapter 48 or chapter 49.
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(3) This section does not prescribe the only means, or necessarily the
required means, of serving process, giving notice, or making a demand on a
corporation.

Section 28. Section 617.1510, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

617.1510 Serving Service of process, giving notice, or making a demand
on a foreign corporation.—

(1) Process against a foreign corporation may be served in accordance
with s. 48.081 and chapter 48 or chapter 49 The registered agent of a foreign
corporation authorized to conduct its affairs in this state is the corporation’s
agent for service of process, notice, or demand required or permitted by law
to be served on the foreign corporation.

(2) A foreign corporation may be served by registered or certified mail,
return receipt requested, addressed to the secretary of the foreign corpora-
tion at its principal office shown in its application for a certificate of
authority or in its most recent annual report if the foreign corporation:

(a) Has no registered agent or its registered agent cannot with reason-
able diligence be served;

(b) Has withdrawn from conducting its affairs in this state under s.
617.1520; or

(c) Has had its certificate of authority revoked under s. 617.1531.

(3) Service is perfected under subsection (2) at the earliest of:

(a) The date the foreign corporation receives the mail;

(b) The date shown on the return receipt, if signed on behalf of the
foreign corporation; or

(c) Five days after its deposit in the United States mail, as evidenced by
the postmark, if mailed postpaid and correctly addressed.

(4) This section does not prescribe the only means, or necessarily the
requiredmeans, of serving a foreign corporation. Process against any foreign
corporation may also be served in accordance with chapter 48 or chapter 49.

(5) Any notice to or demand on a foreign corporation made pursuant to
this act may be made in accordance with the procedures for notice to or
demand on domestic corporations under s. 617.0504.

Section 29. Subsections (2) and (3) of section 617.1520, Florida Statutes,
are amended to read:

617.1520 Withdrawal of foreign corporation.—
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(2) A foreign corporation authorized to conduct its affairs in this state
may apply for a certificate of withdrawal by delivering an application to the
Department of State for filing. The application must shall be made on forms
prescribed and furnished by the Department of State and must shall set
forth all of the following:

(a) The name of the foreign corporation and the jurisdiction under the
law under of which it is incorporated.;

(b) That it is not conducting its affairs in this state and that it surrenders
its authority to conduct its affairs in this state.;

(c) That it revokes the authority of its registered agent to accept service
on its behalf and appoints the Secretary of State Department of State as its
agent for service of process based on a cause of action arising during the time
it was authorized to conduct its affairs in this state.;

(d) A mailing address and an e-mail address to which a party seeking to
effectuate service of process the Department of State may sendmail a copy of
any process served on it under paragraph (c).; and

(e) A commitment to notify the Department of State in the future of any
change in its mailing address or e-mail address.

(3) After the withdrawal of the corporation is effective, service of process
in accordance with s. 48.161 on the Department of State under this section is
service on the foreign corporation. Upon receipt of the process, the
Department of State shall mail a copy of the process to the foreign
corporation at the mailing address set forth under subsection (2).

Section 30. Section 620.1117, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

620.1117 Serving Service of process, giving notice, or making a demand
on a limited partnership or a foreign limited partnership.—

(1) Service of process on a limited partnership or foreign limited
partnership must be made in accordance with s. 48.061 and chapter 48 or
chapter 49 A registered agent appointed by a limited partnership or foreign
limited partnership is an agent of the limited partnership or foreign limited
partnership for service of any process, notice, or demand required or
permitted by law to be served upon the limited partnership or foreign
limited partnership.

(2) Any notice or demand on a limited partnership or foreign limited
partnership under this chapter may be given or made to any general partner
of the limited partnership or foreign limited partnership, to the registered
agent of the limited partnership or foreign limited partnership at the
registered office in this state, or to any other address in this state which is in
fact the principal office of the limited partnership or foreign limited
partnership in this state If a limited partnership or foreign limited
partnership does not appoint or maintain a registered agent in this state
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or the registered agent cannot with reasonable diligence be found at the
address of the registered office, the Department of State shall be an agent of
the limited partnership or foreign limited partnership upon whom process,
notice, or demand may be served.

(3) Service of any process, notice, or demand on the Department of State
may be made by delivering to and leaving with the Department of State
duplicate copies of the process, notice, or demand.

(4) Service is effected under subsection (3) upon the date shown as
having been received by the Department of State.

(5) The Department of State shall keep a record of each process, notice,
and demand served pursuant to this section and record the time of, and the
action taken regarding, the service.

(6) This section does not affect the right to serve process, give notice, or
make a demand in any other manner provided by law.

Section 31. Subsection (5) of section 620.1907, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

620.1907 Cancellation of certificate of authority; effect of failure to have
certificate.—

(5) If a foreign limited partnership transacts business in this state
without a certificate of authority or cancels its certificate of authority, it may
be served under s. 48.061(5)(b) the foreign limited partnership shall appoint
the Department of State as its agent for service of process for rights of action
arising out of the transaction of business in this state.

Section 32. Subsections (3) and (4) of section 620.2105, Florida Statutes,
are amended to read:

620.2105 Effect of conversion.—

(3) A converted organization that is a foreign organization consents to
the jurisdiction of the courts of this state to enforce any obligation owed by
the converting limited partnership, if before the conversion the converting
limited partnership was subject to suit in this state on the obligation. A
converted organization that is a foreign organization and not authorized to
transact business in this state appoints the Secretary of State Department of
State as its agent for service of process for purposes of enforcing an
obligation under this subsection and any appraisal rights of limited partners
under ss. 620.2113-620.2124 to the extent applicable to the conversion.
Service on the Secretary of State Department of State under this subsection
is made in the samemanner and with the same consequences as in ss. 48.161
and 620.1117 s. 620.1117(3) and (4).
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(4) A copy of the statement of conversion, certified by the Secretary of
State Department of State, may be filed in any county of this state in which
the converting organization holds an interest in real property.

Section 33. Subsection (2) of section 620.2109, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

620.2109 Effect of merger.—

(2) A surviving organization that is a foreign organization consents to
the jurisdiction of the courts of this state to enforce any obligation owed by a
constituent organization, if before the merger the constituent organization
was subject to suit in this state on the obligation. A surviving organization
that is a foreign organization and not authorized to transact business in this
state shall appoint the Secretary of State Department of State as its agent
for service of process for the purposes of enforcing an obligation under this
subsection and any appraisal rights of limited partners under ss. 620.2113-
620.2124 to the extent applicable to the merger. Service on the Secretary of
State Department of State under this subsection is made in the same
manner and with the same consequences as in ss. 48.161 and 620.1117 s.
620.1117(3) and (4).

Section 34. Subsections (3) and (4) of section 620.8915, Florida Statutes,
are amended to read:

620.8915 Effect of conversion.—

(3) A converted organization that is a foreign organization consents to
the jurisdiction of the courts of this state to enforce any obligation owed by
the converting partnership, if before the conversion the converting partner-
ship was subject to suit in this state on the obligation. A converted
organization that is a foreign organization and not authorized to transact
business in this state shall appoint the Secretary of State Department of
State as its agent for service of process for purposes of enforcing an
obligation under this subsection. Service on the Secretary of State Depart-
ment of State under this subsection is shall be made in the samemanner and
with the same consequences as provided in s. 48.161 s. 48.181.

(4) A copy of the certificate of conversion, certified by the Secretary of
State Department of State, may be filed in any county of this state in which
the converting organization holds an interest in real property.

Section 35. Subsection (2) of section 620.8919, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

620.8919 Effect of merger.—

(2) A surviving organization that is a foreign organization consents to
the jurisdiction of the courts of this state to enforce any obligation owed by a
constituent organization, if before the merger the constituent organization
was subject to suit in this state on the obligation. A surviving organization
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that is a foreign organization and not authorized to transact business in this
state shall appoint the Secretary of State Department of State as its agent
for service of process pursuant to s. 48.161 the provisions of s. 48.181.

Section 36. Except as otherwise expressly provided in this act and except
for this section, which shall take effect upon this act becoming a law, this act
shall take effect January 2, 2023.

Approved by the Governor June 15, 2022.

Filed in Office Secretary of State June 15, 2022.
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EXHIBIT D 



ILS DRAFT 
BYLAWS OF THE  

INTERNATIONAL LAW SECTION 

ARTICLE I 
NAME AND PURPOSE 

Section 1.  Name.  The name of this section shall be: “The Florida Bar International Law 
Section.” 

Section 2.  Purposes.  The purposes of this section are: 

(a) to study and keep informed of current developments in the field of international
law including national law in its regulation of the trans-nation business enterprise, and 
conventions, compacts and treaties between one or more or several nations or agencies of the 
United Nations; 

(b) to keep the members advised of significant developments in the field of
international law and the manner in which these developments affect the transnational business 
enterprise; 

(c) to maintain liaison with governmental agencies both domestic and foreign in the
field of international law; 

(d) to study and consider such legislation, treaties, conventions, compacts and other
matters in the field of international law, or affecting transnational business, as may be developed 
by the section or assigned by the President or the Board of Governors; and 

(e) to assist in developing continuing legal education courses for persons designated
in international law. 

ARTICLE II 
MEMBERSHIP 

Section 1.  Eligibility.  Any member in good standing of The Florida Bar, and any law 
faculty affiliate under Rule 1-3.9, interested in the purposes of this section, is eligible for 
membership in the section upon application and payment of the section's dues.  Any regular 
member of the section who ceases to be a member of The Florida Bar, (or ceases law faculty 
affiliate status) shall no longer be a member of the International Law Section.  Law faculty 
affiliates who are regular members of the section shall not be eligible to serve as officers of this 
section as defined in Article III, Section 1. below. 

Section 2.  Affiliate Membership.  Affiliate membership provides a method by which 
persons who are not members of The Florida Bar can be involved in activities of the section and 
receive information and publications from the section. 
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(a) The executive council may, at its sole discretion, accept as an affiliate member of 
this section, upon application and payment of the prescribed dues, any of the following: 

(1)  persons admitted to practice law and in good standing in any jurisdiction outside 
Florida, including other states, territories and foreign nations; 

(2) full-time law students at any ABA-accredited law school in the United States;  

(3) full-time law faculty at any ABA-accredited law school in the United States or 

(4) licensed professionals in good standing who customarily provide professional services 
to person admitted to practice law in any jurisdiction. 

 

(b) Any affiliate member who ceases to fall within one of the four aforementioned 
categories shall cease to be an affiliate member of the International Law Section. 

(c) Affiliate members shall have all the privileges of membership in this section, 
except that they may not: 

(1) hold any office in the section, including service on the executive council, whether 
elected or appointed; 

(2) vote or participate in the election of any officers of the section; or 

(3) vote on the adoption, change or revision of any provision of these bylaws. 

 
Section3.  Administrative Year.  The administrative year of the section shall run 

concurrently with the administrative year of The Florida Bar. 

Section 4.  Annual Dues.  The annual dues for members of this section (other than 
affiliate members) shall be fixed by the executive council and approved by the Board of 
Governors of The Florida Bar.  The annual dues for affiliate members shall likewise be fixed by 
the executive council and approved by the Board of Governors of The Florida Bar, on an annual 
basis.  There shall be no proration of annual dues.  Upon becoming a member of the section, 
dues shall be payable thereafter in advance of each membership year.  Any member whose dues 
are in arrears for a period of 3 months shall thereupon cease to be a member of this section. 

ARTICLE III 
OFFICERS 

Section 1.  Officers.  The officers of this section shall be a chair, chair-elect, secretary, a 
treasurer, and vice- treasurer, elected by the executive council. 

Section 2.  Executive Council.  There shall be an executive council of this section 
composed of not less than 15 orand no more than 2430 members of this section, including the 
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chair, chair-elect, secretary, treasurer, vice- treasurer and immediate past chair.  All other past 
chairs of the International Law Section are voting ex-officio members of the executive council. 

 

Section 3.  Duties of Officers.  The duties of the officers shall be as follows: 

(a) Chair.  The chair shall preside at all meetings of the section and at all meetings of 
the executive council.  The chair shall appoint all committees and committee chairs with the 
approval or concurrence of the executive council, be responsible for all reports to be submitted to 
The Florida Bar or to the Board of Governors of The Florida Bar, and shall perform such other 
duties as customarily pertain to the office of chair.  The chair shall be an ex-officio member of 
each committee of the section. 

(b) Chair-elect.  Chair-elect shall become chair in the event of death, resignation or 
failure of the chair to serve for whatever reason; provided, however, that in case of temporary 
disability or absence of the chair, the chair-elect shall serve as acting chair only for the duration 
of the chair's disability or absence.  The chair-elect shall be responsible for such other duties as 
the chair may designate.  The chair-elect shall be an ex-officio member of each committee of the 
section. 

(c)(a) Treasurer.  The treasurer shall have the responsibility of accounting for all funds 
of the section, and shall prepare annual financial statements under the supervision of the 
executive council. 

(d)(c) Secretary.  The secretary shall be responsible for all permanent files and records 
of the section, including minutes of the meetings of the section, the executive council and all 
committee reports.  The secretary shall keep accurate minutes of the proceedings of all meetings 
of the section and the executive council and shall furnish copies of said minutes to the executive 
director of The Florida Bar. 

(d) Treasurer.  The treasurer shall have the responsibility of accounting for all funds 
of the section, and shall prepare annual financial statements under the supervision of the 
executive council. 

(e) Vice- Treasurer. The vice- treasurer shall assist the treasurer with the treasurer’s 
responsibilities. 

Section 4.  Term of Office. 

(a) Chair.  The term of office of the chair shall begin at the conclusion of each annual 
meeting of the executive council during which he or she was elected chair and shall end at the 
conclusion of the next annual meeting of the executive council, at which time he or she shall be 
automatically succeeded by the chair-elect. 

(b) Chair-elect.  The term of office of the chair-elect shall run concurrently with that 
of the chair, beginning at the conclusion of the annual meeting of the executive council during 
which he or she was elected chair-elect, and ending at the conclusion of the next annual meeting 
of the executive council when he becomes chair. 
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(c) Secretary.  The term of office of the secretary shall begin at the conclusion at the 
annual meeting of the executive council during which the secretary was elected and shall end at 
the conclusion of the next annual meeting of the executive council. 

(c)(d) Treasurer.  The term of office of the treasurer shall begin at the conclusion of the 
annual meeting of the executive council during which the treasurer was elected treasurer and 
shall end at the conclusion of the next annual meeting of the executive council. 

(d)(a) Secretary.  The term of office of the secretary shall begin at the conclusion at the 
annual meeting of the executive council during which the secretary was elected and shall end at 
the conclusion of the next annual meeting of the executive council. 

(e) Vice- Treasurer. The term of office of the vice- treasurer shall begin at the 
conclusion of the annual meeting of the executive council during which the vice- treasurer was 
elected and shall end at the conclusion of the next annual meeting of the executive council. 

 
(f) Executive Council.  All members of the executive council shall serve for a term of 

3 years, the terms of the members of the council being staggered so that one-third of the 
members shall take office at each annual executive council meeting, said terms commencing 
with the conclusion of the annual meeting of the executive council following their election and 
ending at the conclusion of the annual meeting of the executive council three years thereafter. 

ARTICLE IV 
DUTIES AND POWERS OF EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 

Section 1.  Governing Body.  The executive council shall be the governing body of the 
section.  It shall have general supervision and control of the affairs of the section, subject to the 
provisions of the Rules Regulating The Florida Bar, the Standing Board Policies of the Board of 
Governors and the bylaws of this section.  It shall authorize all commitments or contracts which 
entail the payment of money and it shall authorize the expenditures of all section funds.  It shall 
not, however, authorize commitments, contracts or expenditures involving amounts of money in 
excess of the total amount which is anticipated as receipts from dues during the fiscal year plus 
the amount which has been previously collected from dues and remains unexpended.  The 
executive council shall authorize the chair to appoint such committees in addition to the standing 
committees hereinafter named to perform such duties and exercise such power as the council 
may direct.  The council shall appoint such officers as is required by these bylaws.  As the 
governing body of the section, it shall be vested with the power and authority to formulate, fix, 
determine and adopt matters of policy concerning the affairs and purposes of the section which 
are not inconsistent with the policies of The Florida Bar.  All recommendations of the section to 
The Florida Bar, Board of Governors of The Florida Bar, any branch of the judiciary or to any 
other group or body to which the recommendations may be directed, must first be approved by 
the executive council and if made to other than the Board of Governors of The Florida Bar, it 
shall have the prior approval of the Board of Governors of The Florida Bar. 

Section 2.  Executive CommitteeBoard.  There shall be an executive committeeboard of 
the section composed of the chair, chair-elect, secretary, treasurer, and immediate past chair of 
the section.vice treasurer.  The executive committeeboard shall be responsible for the daily 
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operations of the section between the regular or special meetings of the executive council and 
shall conduct its business from time to time by written correspondence, meetings or telephone to 
the extent authorized by the chair of the section.  All material actions of the executive 
committeeboard taken on behalf of the executive council shall be subject to ratification by the 
executive council. 

Section 3.  Quorum.  A majority of the executive council shall constitute a quorum for 
the transaction of all business.  All ex-officio members will be full voting members of the 
council.  Ex-officio members would be counted for satisfaction of the quorum requirement, but 
not for the purpose of making up the number of members necessary for a quorum.  A majority 
vote of the members of the executive council present and voting as duly recorded by the 
secretary shall constitute the binding action of the executive council. 

Section 4.  Meetings.  The executive council shall conduct its business at regular and 
special meetings as provided for in these bylaws; provided, however, the business of the 
executive council between regular or special meetings may be conducted by correspondence to 
the extent authorized by the chair.  Members of the council must be present at a meeting in order 
to vote.  The chair of the section may, and upon the request of any member of the council shall, 
submit or cause to be submitted in writing, to each of the members of the council, any 
proposition upon which the council may be authorized to act at scheduled regular or special 
meetings. 

Section 5.  Attendance.  Any member of the executive council who misses two 
consecutive meetings, without prior approval of the chair, will lose executive council 
membership, and the secretary will notify the individual in writing within 30 days of the second 
consecutive absence.  Should an individual, upon such notification, wish to appeal the loss of 
executive council membership, the individual may appeal such loss to the executive council in 
writing within 10 days of the notification, setting forth good cause for the 2 consecutive 
absences.  After the executive council's review of any such appeal, at the next regularly 
scheduled meeting of the council, the secretary will notify the individual in writing of the 
outcome of the appeal.  The attendance requirement does not include any meetings that may be 
called by the chair, unless at least 30 days' advance notice of said meeting is given to all 
members of the executive council. 

ARTICLE V 
NOMINATION AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 

Section 1.  Election of Officers.  The chair-elect, secretary, treasurer and vice- treasurer 
shall be nominated by the executive board. The chair and such nominated officers shall be 
elected by the executive council by majority vote at its annual meeting to be held at the annual 
meeting of The Florida Bar. 

Section 2.  Election of Executive Council.  Nominations of the members of the 
executive council shall be submitted by the nominating committee.  The nominating committee 
shall consist of the chair, chair-elect and the immediate past 2 chairs.executive board.  Election 
will be by secret ballot and shall be elected by the majority of those in attendance at the annual 
section meeting. 
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Section 3.  Vacancies.  If at any time during a term of office an officer or a member of 
the executive council, such office shall become permanently vacant by reason of death, 
resignation, ineligibility or other reason, such office shall be filled for the balance of such term 
by vote of the executive council at the next meeting of the executive council or, if so determined 
by the executive board, by written consent of the majority of the executive council, unless 
otherwise provided herein. 

ARTICLE VI 
COMMITTEES 

Section 1.  Standing Committees.  The standing committees of the section shall consist 
of the following: 

(a) Administrative Law(a) Board Certification Committee. – International Law.  A 
committee responsible for identifying new developments in and promoting overseeing the 
understanding and activities related to qualification, examination and board certification of 
Florida Bar attorneys for their expertise in international administrative law;. 

(b) (b) Board Certification Committee – International Litigation and Arbitration 
Committee.  A committee responsible for identifying new developments in and 
promotingoverseeing the understanding and activities related toqualification, examination and 
board certification of Florida Bar attorneys for their expertise in international litigation and 
arbitration;.  

(c) Transactional(c) Foreign Legal Consultant Committee.  A committee responsible 
for identifying new developments inqualifying foreign attorneys and promoting recommending 
them to the understanding and activities related to international transactional law;Supreme Court 
of Florida to be certified as Foreign Legal Consultants under the Rules Regulating the Florida 
Bar. 

Operational(d) iLaw Conference Committee.  A committee responsible for all operational 
matters of the coordinating, organizing and promoting an annual conference for the section 
focused on international law and affairs. 

(d) (e) International Law Section, including, without limitation, matters relating 
to continuing legal education,Quarterly Committee.  A committee responsible for organizing, 
editing and publishing a periodic journal for the section focused on international law and the 
policies, bylaws and rules of the International Law Section; andaffairs.  

(e) (f) Liaison Committee. A committee responsible offor acting on behalf of the 
International Law Sectionsection in its relations with judicial and legislative bodies and with The 
Florida Bar and, other sections of The Florida Bar, international bars and other organizations 
focused on international law, business and/or affairs. 

Section 2.  Ad Hoc Committees.  Ad hoc committees may be designated by the chair of 
the section as the chair deems appropriate for the year of  the chair’s tenure. 

ARTICLE VII 
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MEETINGS 

Section 1.  Annual Section Meeting.  The section shall hold its annual meeting in 
conjunction with the annual meeting of The Florida Bar.  Notice to all members as to the time 
and place of such annual meeting shall be given at least 30 days in advance thereof. 

Section 2.  Annual Executive Council Meeting.  There shall be an annual meeting of 
the executive council following as soon as practicable the annual meeting of the section. 

Section 3.  Other Meetings.  There shall be such other regular or special meetings of the 
executive council and membership of the section as may be designated by the chair, provided 
that notice of such other meetings of the section shall be given to the membership at least 30 
days in advance thereof. 

ARTICLE VIII 
AMENDMENTS 

These bylaws may be amended only by the Board of Governors of The Florida Bar upon 
recommendation made by the executive council of the International Law Section. 

 
 
 
 

ARTICLE IX 
LEGISLATIVE POLICY 

Section 1.  General Purpose.  The International Law Section may be involved in the 
legislative (or judicial or administrative) action that is significant to the judiciary, the 
administration of justice, the fundamental legal rights of the public or the interests of the section 
or its programs or functions, so long as that involvement is consistent with the policies outlined 
in this Article IX and consistent with the policies promulgated by The Florida Bar board of 
governors. 

Section 2.  Legislative Position.  Any legislative, judicial or administrative position of 
the section (referred to as legislative position) is to be adopted in accordance with the provisions 
of this Article IX. 

During the course of the section's activities, the chair or the chair's designee shall notify 
the executive director of The Florida Bar of the section's approved legislative positions then in 
effect.  These positions will be clearly identified as positions of the section only, at all times 
before legislative bodies and members, unless otherwise authorized by the Board of Governors 
of The Florida Bar. 

Section 3.  LegislationLegislative Committee.  The section's legislationlegislative 
committee shall be composed of 5two or more members, consisting of the immediate past chair, 
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chair, chair-elect, a fourth membersuch members as are appointed by the chairexecutive board, 
and a fifthone member to be appointed at the chair's pleasure and for a specific legislative issue 
in order that the committee may draw upon the expertise of particular members of the executive 
council when legislation is pending that may be in the purview of a particular executive council 
member's expertise.  At any time that the executive council cannot meet to adopt a legislative 
position prior to the time when legislative (or judicial or administrative) action is expected, the 
legislationlegislative committee has the authority to adopt a position of the section with respect 
to pending legislation.  Any position thus taken must be reported to the executive council at its 
next scheduled meeting and may be approved or rescinded in accordance with the provisions in 
Section 4 of this Article IX. 

Section 4.  Procedures. 

(a) Legislation Initiated by a Committee of the Section.  Any proposed legislation 
initiated by a committee of the section will be made agenda items and copies will be affixed to 
the agenda for distribution to all executive council members prior to or at the executive council 
Meeting.  Legislation initiated by a committee of the section will be considered in the same 
manner as any other matter for which a decision is requested of the executive council by a 
member of the council. 

(b) Other Legislation.  The section's position on legislation not initiated by a 
committee of the section will be considered under the following procedure: 

(1) The legislationlegislative committee will review all proposed legislation.  The 
legislationlegislative committee has the discretion to remove any item of proposed 
legislation from consideration by the executive council if the legislationlegislative 
committee finds that such proposed legislation is not concerned with a matter 
within the discipline of the section. 

(2) All proposed legislation which the legislationlegislative committee decides 
should be considered by the executive council will be forwarded by the 
Legislation Committeelegislative committee chair to the chair of the section for 
placement on the agenda and consideration by the executive council. 

Section 5.  Adoption of Legislative Position.  The executive council, by a two-thirds 
vote of the members present must find that a proposed legislative position is within the scope of 
the policy outlined in Section 1 of this Article IX and must approve the substance of the position 
proposed.  No legislative position may be adopted by the section which is contrary to the policies 
of the Board of Governors of The Florida Bar.  Once adopted, the Secretary of the section shall 
promptly [within 7 days] notify the executive director of The Florida Bar, in writing, of the 
section's adoption of the legislative position and the section shall otherwise comply with The 
Florida Bar's policies.  The legislative position of the section may be advanced thereafter, unless 
the Board of Governors disapproves the legislative position.  When time constraints require 
prompt action, the executive committeeboard of the section may act in lieu of a vote of the 
executive council.  In an emergency, the president of The Florida Bar may act for the executive 
committeeboard.  Once adopted by the section, a legislative position of the section shall remain 
in effect until otherwise disapproved by the board of governors, or reversed or rescinded by a 
two-thirds vote of the executive council of the section.  In lieu of, or in addition to, giving 
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approval to support or oppose a particular legislative proposal, the executive council may, after 
debate and consideration of the legislative proposal, adopt a concept of the position the section 
favors, and report this concept to the section lobbyist for distribution to the appropriate 
legislative, judicial or administrative body. 

Section 6.  Expenses Incurred in Legislative Matters.  The expenses incurred by 
members of the section in connection with legislative positions of the section shall generally be 
borne by the individual members involved, provided, however, that the section's lobbyist may 
request the appearance of section members to attend legislative functions or to appear before 
various committees of the Florida Legislature to testify concerning proposed legislation, with the 
member's expenses to be paid by the section in accordance with its budgetary policies, with the 
prior approval of the section chair.  The expenses of such member's appearance shall be 
approved in advance by either the section chair, the chair of the legislationlegislative committee, 
or the treasurer of the section, and the treasurer of the section shall be promptly notified of the 
amount of such expenditure.  Each year, prior to the preparation and adoption of the next year's 
budget, the section's treasurer, with the advice of the chair, shall allocate a portion of the 
section's budget for legislative activities for consideration and approval by the executive council. 

Section 7.  Section Lobbyists.  Pursuant to the requirements of and the approval of the 
Board of Governors of The Florida Bar, the section may retain a lobbyist to assist it in advancing 
its legislative positions.  The section shall submit to the board of governors such information as it 
may, from time to time, require.  Section lobbyists shall agree to communicate all proposed 
legislative developments to the executive director of The Florida Bar. 

ARTICLE X 
MISCELLANEOUS 

Section 1.  The fiscal year of the section shall be the same as that of The Florida Bar. 

Section 2.  No salary or compensation shall be paid to any member of the section for 
performance of services to the section, but the executive council may authorize the payment of 
reasonable out-of-pocket expenses resulting from performance of such services. 

Section 3.  No action of this section shall be contrary to the policies of The Florida Bar as 
established by its board of governors. 

Adopted by the Board of Governors of The Florida Bar on _______, 2022. Formatted: Centered, Indent: First line:  0"
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ILS DRAFT 
BYLAWS OF THE  

INTERNATIONAL LAW SECTION 

ARTICLE I 
NAME AND PURPOSE 

Section 1.  Name.  The name of this section shall be: “The Florida Bar International Law 
Section.” 

Section 2.  Purposes.  The purposes of this section are: 

(a) to study and keep informed of current developments in the field of international 
law including national law in its regulation of the trans-nation business enterprise, and 
conventions, compacts and treaties between one or more or several nations or agencies of the 
United Nations; 

(b) to keep the members advised of significant developments in the field of 
international law and the manner in which these developments affect the transnational business 
enterprise; 

(c) to maintain liaison with governmental agencies both domestic and foreign in the 
field of international law; 

(d) to study and consider such legislation, treaties, conventions, compacts and other 
matters in the field of international law, or affecting transnational business, as may be developed 
by the section or assigned by the President or the Board of Governors; and 

(e) to assist in developing continuing legal education courses for persons designated 
in international law. 

ARTICLE II 
MEMBERSHIP 

Section 1.  Eligibility.  Any member in good standing of The Florida Bar, and any law 
faculty affiliate under Rule 1-3.9, interested in the purposes of this section, is eligible for 
membership in the section upon application and payment of the section's dues.  Any regular 
member of the section who ceases to be a member of The Florida Bar, (or ceases law faculty 
affiliate status) shall no longer be a member of the International Law Section.  Law faculty 
affiliates who are regular members of the section shall not be eligible to serve as officers of this 
section as defined in Article III, Section 1. below. 

Section 2.  Affiliate Membership.  Affiliate membership provides a method by which 
persons who are not members of The Florida Bar can be involved in activities of the section and 
receive information and publications from the section. 
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(a) The executive council may, at its sole discretion, accept as an affiliate member of 
this section, upon application and payment of the prescribed dues, any of the following: 

(1)  persons admitted to practice law and in good standing in any jurisdiction outside 
Florida, including other states, territories and foreign nations; 

(2) full-time law students at any ABA-accredited law school in the United States;  

(3) full-time law faculty at any ABA-accredited law school in the United States or 

(4) licensed professionals in good standing who customarily provide professional services 
to person admitted to practice law in any jurisdiction. 

(b) Any affiliate member who ceases to fall within one of the four aforementioned 
categories shall cease to be an affiliate member of the International Law Section. 

(c) Affiliate members shall have all the privileges of membership in this section, 
except that they may not: 

(1) hold any office in the section, including service on the executive council, whether 
elected or appointed; 

(2) vote or participate in the election of any officers of the section; or 

(3) vote on the adoption, change or revision of any provision of these bylaws. 

 
Section3.  Administrative Year.  The administrative year of the section shall run 

concurrently with the administrative year of The Florida Bar. 

Section 4.  Annual Dues.  The annual dues for members of this section (other than 
affiliate members) shall be fixed by the executive council and approved by the Board of 
Governors of The Florida Bar.  The annual dues for affiliate members shall likewise be fixed by 
the executive council and approved by the Board of Governors of The Florida Bar, on an annual 
basis.  There shall be no proration of annual dues.  Upon becoming a member of the section, 
dues shall be payable thereafter in advance of each membership year.  Any member whose dues 
are in arrears for a period of 3 months shall thereupon cease to be a member of this section. 

ARTICLE III 
OFFICERS 

Section 1.  Officers.  The officers of this section shall be a chair, chair-elect, secretary, 
treasurer, and vice treasurer, elected by the executive council. 

Section 2.  Executive Council.  There shall be an executive council of this section 
composed of not less than 15 and no more than 30 members, including the chair, chair-elect, 
secretary, treasurer, vice treasurer and immediate past chair.  All other past chairs of the 
International Law Section are voting ex-officio members of the executive council. 
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Section 3.  Duties of Officers.  The duties of the officers shall be as follows: 

(a) Chair.  The chair shall preside at all meetings of the section and at all meetings of 
the executive council.  The chair shall appoint all committees and committee chairs with the 
approval or concurrence of the executive council, be responsible for all reports to be submitted to 
The Florida Bar or to the Board of Governors of The Florida Bar, and shall perform such other 
duties as customarily pertain to the office of chair.  The chair shall be an ex-officio member of 
each committee of the section. 

(b) Chair-elect.  Chair-elect shall become chair in the event of death, resignation or 
failure of the chair to serve for whatever reason; provided, however, that in case of temporary 
disability or absence of the chair, the chair-elect shall serve as acting chair only for the duration 
of the chair's disability or absence.  The chair-elect shall be responsible for such other duties as 
the chair may designate.  The chair-elect shall be an ex-officio member of each committee of the 
section. 

(c) Secretary.  The secretary shall be responsible for all permanent files and records 
of the section, including minutes of the meetings of the section, the executive council and all 
committee reports.  The secretary shall keep accurate minutes of the proceedings of all meetings 
of the section and the executive council and shall furnish copies of said minutes to the executive 
director of The Florida Bar. 

(d) Treasurer.  The treasurer shall have the responsibility of accounting for all funds 
of the section, and shall prepare annual financial statements under the supervision of the 
executive council. 

(e) Vice Treasurer. The vice treasurer shall assist the treasurer with the treasurer’s 
responsibilities. 

Section 4.  Term of Office. 

(a) Chair.  The term of office of the chair shall begin at the conclusion of each annual 
meeting of the executive council during which he or she was elected chair and shall end at the 
conclusion of the next annual meeting of the executive council, at which time he or she shall be 
automatically succeeded by the chair-elect. 

(b) Chair-elect.  The term of office of the chair-elect shall run concurrently with that 
of the chair, beginning at the conclusion of the annual meeting of the executive council during 
which he or she was elected chair-elect, and ending at the conclusion of the next annual meeting 
of the executive council when he becomes chair. 

(c) Secretary.  The term of office of the secretary shall begin at the conclusion at the 
annual meeting of the executive council during which the secretary was elected and shall end at 
the conclusion of the next annual meeting of the executive council. 
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(d) Treasurer.  The term of office of the treasurer shall begin at the conclusion of the 
annual meeting of the executive council during which the treasurer was elected treasurer and 
shall end at the conclusion of the next annual meeting of the executive council. 

(e) Vice Treasurer. The term of office of the vice treasurer shall begin at the 
conclusion of the annual meeting of the executive council during which the vice treasurer was 
elected and shall end at the conclusion of the next annual meeting of the executive council. 

 
(f) Executive Council.  All members of the executive council shall serve for a term of 

3 years, the terms of the members of the council being staggered so that one-third of the 
members shall take office at each annual executive council meeting, said terms commencing 
with the conclusion of the annual meeting of the executive council following their election and 
ending at the conclusion of the annual meeting of the executive council three years thereafter. 

ARTICLE IV 
DUTIES AND POWERS OF EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 

Section 1.  Governing Body.  The executive council shall be the governing body of the 
section.  It shall have general supervision and control of the affairs of the section, subject to the 
provisions of the Rules Regulating The Florida Bar, the Standing Board Policies of the Board of 
Governors and the bylaws of this section.  It shall authorize all commitments or contracts which 
entail the payment of money and it shall authorize the expenditures of all section funds.  It shall 
not, however, authorize commitments, contracts or expenditures involving amounts of money in 
excess of the total amount which is anticipated as receipts from dues during the fiscal year plus 
the amount which has been previously collected from dues and remains unexpended.  The 
executive council shall authorize the chair to appoint such committees in addition to the standing 
committees hereinafter named to perform such duties and exercise such power as the council 
may direct.  The council shall appoint such officers as is required by these bylaws.  As the 
governing body of the section, it shall be vested with the power and authority to formulate, fix, 
determine and adopt matters of policy concerning the affairs and purposes of the section which 
are not inconsistent with the policies of The Florida Bar.  All recommendations of the section to 
The Florida Bar, Board of Governors of The Florida Bar, any branch of the judiciary or to any 
other group or body to which the recommendations may be directed, must first be approved by 
the executive council and if made to other than the Board of Governors of The Florida Bar, it 
shall have the prior approval of the Board of Governors of The Florida Bar. 

Section 2.  Executive Board.  There shall be an executive board of the section composed 
of the chair, chair-elect, secretary, treasurer and vice treasurer.  The executive board shall be 
responsible for the daily operations of the section between the regular or special meetings of the 
executive council and shall conduct its business from time to time by written correspondence, 
meetings or telephone to the extent authorized by the chair of the section.  All material actions of 
the executive board taken on behalf of the executive council shall be subject to ratification by the 
executive council. 

Section 3.  Quorum.  A majority of the executive council shall constitute a quorum for 
the transaction of all business.  All ex-officio members will be full voting members of the 
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council.    A majority vote of the members of the executive council present and voting as duly 
recorded by the secretary shall constitute the binding action of the executive council. 

Section 4.  Meetings.  The executive council shall conduct its business at regular and 
special meetings as provided for in these bylaws; provided, however, the business of the 
executive council between regular or special meetings may be conducted by correspondence to 
the extent authorized by the chair.  Members of the council must be present at a meeting in order 
to vote.  The chair of the section may, and upon the request of any member of the council shall, 
submit or cause to be submitted in writing, to each of the members of the council, any 
proposition upon which the council may be authorized to act at scheduled regular or special 
meetings. 

Section 5.  Attendance.  Any member of the executive council who misses two 
consecutive meetings, without prior approval of the chair, will lose executive council 
membership, and the secretary will notify the individual in writing within 30 days of the second 
consecutive absence.  Should an individual, upon such notification, wish to appeal the loss of 
executive council membership, the individual may appeal such loss to the executive council in 
writing within 10 days of the notification, setting forth good cause for the 2 consecutive 
absences.  After the executive council's review of any such appeal, at the next regularly 
scheduled meeting of the council, the secretary will notify the individual in writing of the 
outcome of the appeal.  The attendance requirement does not include any meetings that may be 
called by the chair, unless at least 30 days' advance notice of said meeting is given to all 
members of the executive council. 

ARTICLE V 
NOMINATION AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 

Section 1.  Election of Officers.  The chair-elect, secretary, treasurer and vice treasurer 
shall be nominated by the executive board. The chair and such nominated officers shall be 
elected by the executive council by majority vote at its annual meeting to be held at the annual 
meeting of The Florida Bar. 

Section 2.  Election of Executive Council.  Nominations of the members of the 
executive council shall be submitted by the executive board.  Election will be by secret ballot 
and shall be elected by the majority of those in attendance at the annual section meeting. 

Section 3.  Vacancies.  If at any time during a term of office an officer or a member of 
the executive council, such office shall become permanently vacant by reason of death, 
resignation, ineligibility or other reason, such office shall be filled for the balance of such term 
by vote of the executive council at the next meeting of the executive council or, if so determined 
by the executive board, by written consent of the majority of the executive council, unless 
otherwise provided herein. 

ARTICLE VI 
COMMITTEES 
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Section 1.  Standing Committees.  The standing committees of the section shall consist 
of the following: 

(a) Board Certification Committee – International Law.  A committee responsible for 
overseeing the qualification, examination and board certification of Florida Bar attorneys for 
their expertise in international law. 

(b) Board Certification Committee – International Litigation and Arbitration.  A 
committee responsible for overseeing the qualification, examination and board certification of 
Florida Bar attorneys for their expertise in international litigation and arbitration.  

(c) Foreign Legal Consultant Committee. A committee responsible for qualifying 
foreign attorneys and recommending them to the Supreme Court of Florida to be certified as 
Foreign Legal Consultants under the Rules Regulating the Florida Bar. 

(d) iLaw Conference Committee.  A committee responsible for coordinating, 
organizing and promoting an annual conference for the section focused on international law and 
affairs. 

(e) International Law Quarterly Committee.  A committee responsible for organizing, 
editing and publishing a periodic journal for the section focused on international law and affairs.  

(f) Liaison Committee. A committee responsible for acting on behalf of the section in 
its relations with The Florida Bar, other sections of The Florida Bar, international bars and other 
organizations focused on international law, business and/or affairs. 

Section 2.  Ad Hoc Committees.  Ad hoc committees may be designated by the chair of 
the section as the chair deems appropriate for the year of the chair’s tenure. 

ARTICLE VII 
MEETINGS 

Section 1.  Annual Section Meeting.  The section shall hold its annual meeting in 
conjunction with the annual meeting of The Florida Bar.  Notice to all members as to the time 
and place of such annual meeting shall be given at least 30 days in advance thereof. 

Section 2.  Annual Executive Council Meeting.  There shall be an annual meeting of 
the executive council following as soon as practicable the annual meeting of the section. 

Section 3.  Other Meetings.  There shall be such other regular or special meetings of the 
executive council and membership of the section as may be designated by the chair, provided 
that notice of such other meetings of the section shall be given to the membership at least 30 
days in advance thereof. 

ARTICLE VIII 
AMENDMENTS 
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These bylaws may be amended only by the Board of Governors of The Florida Bar upon 
recommendation made by the executive council of the International Law Section. 

 
 
 
 

ARTICLE IX 
LEGISLATIVE POLICY 

Section 1.  General Purpose.  The International Law Section may be involved in the 
legislative (or judicial or administrative) action that is significant to the judiciary, the 
administration of justice, the fundamental legal rights of the public or the interests of the section 
or its programs or functions, so long as that involvement is consistent with the policies outlined 
in this Article IX and consistent with the policies promulgated by The Florida Bar board of 
governors. 

Section 2.  Legislative Position.  Any legislative, judicial or administrative position of 
the section (referred to as legislative position) is to be adopted in accordance with the provisions 
of this Article IX. 

During the course of the section's activities, the chair or the chair's designee shall notify 
the executive director of The Florida Bar of the section's approved legislative positions then in 
effect.  These positions will be clearly identified as positions of the section only, at all times 
before legislative bodies and members, unless otherwise authorized by the Board of Governors 
of The Florida Bar. 

Section 3.  Legislative Committee.  The section's legislative committee shall be 
composed of two or more members, consisting of such members as are appointed by the 
executive board, and one member appointed at the chair's pleasure and for a specific legislative 
issue in order that the committee may draw upon the expertise of particular members of the 
executive council when legislation is pending that may be in the purview of a particular 
executive council member's expertise.  At any time that the executive council cannot meet to 
adopt a legislative position prior to the time when legislative (or judicial or administrative) action 
is expected, the legislative committee has the authority to adopt a position of the section with 
respect to pending legislation.  Any position thus taken must be reported to the executive council 
at its next scheduled meeting and may be approved or rescinded in accordance with the 
provisions in Section 4 of this Article IX. 

Section 4.  Procedures. 

(a) Legislation Initiated by a Committee of the Section.  Any proposed legislation 
initiated by a committee of the section will be made agenda items and copies will be affixed to 
the agenda for distribution to all executive council members prior to or at the executive council 
Meeting.  Legislation initiated by a committee of the section will be considered in the same 
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manner as any other matter for which a decision is requested of the executive council by a 
member of the council. 

(b) Other Legislation.  The section's position on legislation not initiated by a 
committee of the section will be considered under the following procedure: 

(1) The legislative committee will review all proposed legislation.  The legislative 
committee has the discretion to remove any item of proposed legislation from 
consideration by the executive council if the legislative committee finds that such 
proposed legislation is not concerned with a matter within the discipline of the 
section. 

(2) All proposed legislation which the legislative committee decides should be 
considered by the executive council will be forwarded by the legislative 
committee chair to the chair of the section for placement on the agenda and 
consideration by the executive council. 

Section 5.  Adoption of Legislative Position.  The executive council, by a two-thirds 
vote of the members present must find that a proposed legislative position is within the scope of 
the policy outlined in Section 1 of this Article IX and must approve the substance of the position 
proposed.  No legislative position may be adopted by the section which is contrary to the policies 
of the Board of Governors of The Florida Bar.  Once adopted, the Secretary of the section shall 
promptly [within 7 days] notify the executive director of The Florida Bar, in writing, of the 
section's adoption of the legislative position and the section shall otherwise comply with The 
Florida Bar's policies.  The legislative position of the section may be advanced thereafter, unless 
the Board of Governors disapproves the legislative position.  When time constraints require 
prompt action, the executive board of the section may act in lieu of a vote of the executive 
council.  In an emergency, the president of The Florida Bar may act for the executive board.  
Once adopted by the section, a legislative position of the section shall remain in effect until 
otherwise disapproved by the board of governors, or reversed or rescinded by a two-thirds vote 
of the executive council of the section.  In lieu of, or in addition to, giving approval to support or 
oppose a particular legislative proposal, the executive council may, after debate and 
consideration of the legislative proposal, adopt a concept of the position the section favors, and 
report this concept to the section lobbyist for distribution to the appropriate legislative, judicial 
or administrative body. 

Section 6.  Expenses Incurred in Legislative Matters.  The expenses incurred by 
members of the section in connection with legislative positions of the section shall generally be 
borne by the individual members involved, provided, however, that the section's lobbyist may 
request the appearance of section members to attend legislative functions or to appear before 
various committees of the Florida Legislature to testify concerning proposed legislation, with the 
member's expenses to be paid by the section in accordance with its budgetary policies, with the 
prior approval of the section chair.  The expenses of such member's appearance shall be 
approved in advance by either the section chair, the chair of the legislative committee, or the 
treasurer of the section, and the treasurer of the section shall be promptly notified of the amount 
of such expenditure.  Each year, prior to the preparation and adoption of the next year's budget, 
the section's treasurer, with the advice of the chair, shall allocate a portion of the section's budget 
for legislative activities for consideration and approval by the executive council. 
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Section 7.  Section Lobbyists.  Pursuant to the requirements of and the approval of the 
Board of Governors of The Florida Bar, the section may retain a lobbyist to assist it in advancing 
its legislative positions.  The section shall submit to the board of governors such information as it 
may, from time to time, require.  Section lobbyists shall agree to communicate all proposed 
legislative developments to the executive director of The Florida Bar. 

ARTICLE X 
MISCELLANEOUS 

Section 1.  The fiscal year of the section shall be the same as that of The Florida Bar. 

Section 2.  No salary or compensation shall be paid to any member of the section for 
performance of services to the section, but the executive council may authorize the payment of 
reasonable out-of-pocket expenses resulting from performance of such services. 

Section 3.  No action of this section shall be contrary to the policies of The Florida Bar as 
established by its board of governors. 

Adopted by the Board of Governors of The Florida Bar on _______, 2022. 
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EXHIBIT E 



ILS DRAFT 6/22/22 

All documents are titled “AGREEMENT” except for U.S.A. and Canada which are titled “MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING” and 

“COOPERATION AGREEMENT” respectively.  

Additionally, all Agreements have no expiration date unless otherwise specified. 

AGREEMENTS WITH FOREIGN BARS 

As of June 22, 2022 

No. Country City Date 
Foreign Bar or 

Organization 
ILS Rep Activities, Status, Comments 

EUROPE 

    1. 
Italy  Rome 

December 21, 

2018. 

Ordine Degli Avvocati 

Di Roma 

Alessandra Gabbani 

(President) 
Fabio Giallanza 

2. 
Italy Milan 

2022 

Ordine Degli Avvocati 

Di Milano (Milan 

Lawyers’ Order) 

Delegate of the Florida 

Int’l Bar Section  

Pending Executive Council 

approval. 

3. 
   Spain Barcelona 

January 21, 1995. 

Barcelona Bar 

Association, Eugenio 

Gay Montalvo 

(President) 

William H. Hill 

4. Hungary Budapest January 17, 2003. 
Budapest Bar 

Association, Daniel 

Visoiu (Liaison)  

Tamela Stults Wagner 

5. France Paris January 22, 2002. Chairs of the Paris Bar 
Chairs of the Florida Bar 
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6. Belgium Brussels June 19, 2015. The Brussels Bar The Florida Bar 

7. Spain Madrid 

April 22, 2016. 

(valid for a year 

and automatically 

renews, unless 

either party 

provides notice of 

termination 2 

mo’s prior to exp) 

The Madrid Bar 

Association, Sonia 

Gumpert Melgosa 

(Dean) 

Eduardo Palmer (Chair) 

    8. 
    Spain Tenerife 

March 17, 2015. 
The Santa Cruz De 

Tenerife Bar, Victor 

Medina Fernandez-

Aceytuno (President) 

Eduardo Palmer (Chair-

elect) 

APAC 

   9. 
   China Shanghai 

November 5, 

2015. 

Shanghai Bar 

Association, Yu 

Weifeng (President) 
Eduardo Palmer 

 10. 

  China Hong Kong 

May 23, 2019 

(valid for a year 

and automatically 

renews, unless 

either party 

provides notice of 

termination 2 

months prior to 

expiration) 

Int’l Legal Affairs 

Committee of the Law 

Society of Hong Kong 

Amirali Nasir 

(Chairman) 

Arnoldo B. Lacayo 
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11. 

  India New Delhi 
November 26, 

2018. 

Indian National Bar 

Association, Mr. 

Kaviraj Singh 

(Secretary General) 

Susanne Leone (Chair of 

Asia Committee) 

Neha S. Dagley (Chair of 

the India 

Subcommittee). 

SOUTH AMERICA 

 12. 
    Argentina 

Buenos 

Aires 

November 7, 

2007. 

Buenos Aires Public 

Bar Association, Jorge 

G. Rizzo (President)
Laurence D. Gore 

 13. 

  Brazil 
Rio de 

Janeiro 
2007 Rio Bar  Brock McClane 

This agreement is not signed and 

there is no representative named 

on behalf of the Rio Bar.  

 14.     Brazil Bar   

Association 

Section of 

Sao Paulo 

June 21, 1996. 

Brazilian Bar 

association Section of 

Sao Paulo, Dr. Guido 

Antonio Andrade 

(President) 

Russell E. Carlisle (Chair) 

 15.   Brazil Sao Paulo 

March 23, 2011. 

Sao Paulo Bar 

Association, Marcos 

da Costa (Interim 

President) 

Quinn Smith on behalf 

of Ed Mullins.  

THE CARIBBEAN 

 16. Dominican 

Republic 

July 26, 2008. 

The Bar Association of 

the Dominican 

Republic, Jose 

Fernando 

Brock McClane 

17. Bahamas 

(Pending) 

TBD Bahamas Bar 

Association 
Florida Bar Association 
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NORTH AMERICA 

 18. U.S.A.  New York September 26, 

2016. 

New York State Bar 

Association 

Florida Bar International 

Law Section  

 19. Canada Quebec March 11, 2021. 

Quebec Bar, Caroline 

Gagnon (President)  
Robert J. Becerra (Chair) This agreement has no signature 

on behalf of the Quebec Bar.  

OTHER 

  20. 

Tourism 

Professionals 

Forum 

November 5, 

2007. 

The Association Foro 

Fe Profesionales En 

Turismo, Adriana 

Romero (President) 

Laurence D. Gore 

  21. 
OECS 

Effective: 

October 1, 2005. 

Signed: 

September 17, 

2005.  

OECS Bar Association, 

Represented by: 

Nicole Sylvester 

(Secretary) 

Signed by: Courtney A. 

Abel, Esq. (President) 

Represented by: 

Edward H. Davis, Jr. 

(Secretary) 

Signed By: John H. 

Rooney Jr. (Chair). 
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AGREEMENT 

By and between, 

INDIAN NATIONAL BAR ASSOCIATION 

Represented by 

Mr. Kaviraj Singh, Secretary General 

And 

THE INTERNATIONAL LAW SECTION 

OF THE FLORIDA BAR 

Represented by 

Ms. Susanne Leone, Chair of the Asia Committee 

Ms. Neha S. Dagley, Chair of the India Subcommittee 

WHEREAS: 

The International Law Section of The Florida Bar and the Indian National Bar Association (collectively, 

the “Associations” or “Bar Associations”), wishing to establish a special relationship and moved by a 

common concern over the future of the international legal profession, deem it desirable to establish close 

links between the two Associations, and specifically: 

to enable members of both Bar Associations to become acquainted with the permanent

and constructive legal relationships arising from the economic and social interaction

between the two countries and their citizens;

to improve the client legal-services under American Law and Indian law through

enhanced reciprocal understanding of the legal systems and court procedures of the

two countries.
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This common stance is also to respond to the following professional goals: 

to foster increased circulation of lawyers, facilitate the practice of the profession

between the two countries, and enabling exchanges and meetings particularly in the

area of professional training among aspiring lawyers.

to facilitate relationships between the two Associations, through the exchange of

information on matters relating to professional ethics, particularly in areas which will

assist each Association’s members and their respective clients to understand the laws

and legal systems of the other Association’s state or country;

to foster long-term personal and professional contact between members of the two Bar

Associations; and

to enable common ideas or initiatives to be formed on matters relating to the defense

of the principles of the profession and other matters requiring such an approach.

NOW THEREFORE, BOTH ASSOCIATIONS AGREE AS FOLLOWS: 

ARTICLE 1. 

THE EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION 

Article 1.1. 

The International Law Section of Florida Bar Association and the Indian National Bar Association 

shall endeavor to organize meetings from time to time between delegations of members to exchange points 

of view and information relating to the legal practice, the professional rights of lawyers and their 

professional organizations.  

Article 1.2. 

The International Law Section of the Florida Bar Association and the Indian National Bar 

Association shall exchange information on trends, procedures and developments regarding entry into the 

legal profession through their respective legal and court systems. 

Article 1.3. 

Both Associations undertake to exchange information on new and critical legal trends, 

developments and procedures that come into force in their respective countries.  

Article 1.4. 

Each Association may distribute information regarding this Agreement to their members and 

invite comments and suggestions from their members for exchange between the Associations.   
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Article 1.5. 

Both Associations undertake to exchange information on all business-related missions organized 

by consular institutions or other bodies where it relates to India or Florida. 

Article 1.6. 

The International Law Section of the Florida Bar Association and the Indian National Bar 

Association shall exchange information required to enable them to reliably to inform their members on 

the conditions and basic consequences about establishing themselves in the other country, particularly 

regarding the professional and ethical standards prevailing in the host jurisdiction.  Both Bar Associations 

shall assist the members of the other Association to become affiliated members of the other Association, 

subject to compliance with the requirements for affiliated membership in each other’s Associations.  

ARTICLE 2.  

COURSES ON THEORY AND PRACTICE 

Article 2.1. 

The International Law Section of the Florida Bar contemplates coordinating a program in order to 

welcome lawyers from the Indian National Bar Association who are competent in use of the English 

language and who wish to acquaint themselves with, or deepen their knowledge of, American law through 

work experience terms in recognized law firms in Florida.  Such lawyers shall also be encouraged to attend 

events and pursue continuous training arranged for lawyers of that jurisdiction.   

The Indian National Bar Association contemplates coordinating a program in order to welcome 

lawyers from The Florida Bar who are competent in the use of the Hindi language and who wish to 

acquaint themselves with, or deepen their knowledge of, Indian law through work experience terms in 

recognized law firms in India.  Such lawyers shall also be encouraged to attend events and pursue 

continuous training arranged for lawyers of that jurisdiction.   

Article 2.2.  

The Associations (based on their respective hosting capacity) shall inform each other of the 

number of places to be offered each year, where appropriate, and the members to whom the study-visits 

are awarded.  The structure and organization of these study-visits (reception, accommodation, registration, 

fees, remuneration, etc.) shall be determined based on mutual agreement.   

ARTICLE 3.  

AMENDMENT OF THE AGREEMENT 

Article 3.1. 

This Agreement may be amended by joint agreement between the Parties hereto by means of an 

appendix.  
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vuqca/k 

ds }kjk vkSj ds chp] 

bafM;u us'kuy ckj ,lksfl,'ku

}kjk çLrqr

Jh dfojkt flag] egklfpo 

rFkk 

¶yksfjMk ckj ds 

varjjk"Vªh; dkuwu vuqHkkx 

}kjk çLrqr 

lqJh lqlSu fy;ksu] ,f'k;k lferh dh v/;{k 

lqJh usgk 'kjn MWxyh] bafM;k milferh dh v/;{k 

tgk¡ rd% 

¶yksfjMk ckj vkSj bafM;u us'kuy ckj ,lksfl,'ku ¼lkewfgd :i ls] ^^,lksfl,'ku^^ ;k ^^ckj ,lksfl,'ku^^½ 
dk varjjk"Vªh; dkuwu dh /kkjk] ,d fo'ks"k laca/k LFkkfir djuk pkgrk gS vkSj varjjk"Vªh; dkuwuh is'ks ds 
Hkfo"; ij ,d vke fpark ls çsfjr gks x;k gS] nksuksa ,lksfl,'ku ds chp ?kfu"B laca/k LFkkfir djuk okaNuh; 
ekurk gS] vkSj fo'ks"k :i ls% 

nksuksa ns'kksa vkSj muds ukxfjdksa ds chp vkfFkZd vkSj lkekftd ckrphr ls mRiUu LFkk;h vkSj
jpukRed dkuwuh laca/kksa ls ifjfpr gksus ds fy, ckj ,lksfl,'ku ds lnL;ksa dks l{ke cukus ds fy,(

nksuksa ns'kksa dh U;k;ky dh çfØ;kvksa dh c<+h gqbZ ikjLifjd le> ds ek/;e ls vesfjdh dkuwu vkSj
Hkkjrh; dkuwu ds rgr DykbaV dh dkuwuh lsokvksa dks csgrj cukus ds fy,A
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fuEufyf[kr O;kolkf;d y{;ksa ds çfr çfrfØ;k nsus ds fy, ;g vke mís'; Hkh gS%

odhyksa ds c<+s gq, lapj.k dks çksRlkfgr djus ds fy,] nksuksa ns'kksa ds chp is'ks dh çSfDVl dh lqfo/kk
çnku djuk] vkSj fo'ks"k :i ls egRokdka{kh odhyksa ds chp O;kolkf;d çf'k{k.k ds {ks= esa
vknku&çnku vkSj cSBdksa dks l{ke djukA

O;kolkf;d uSfrdrk ls lacaf/kr ekeyksa ij tkudkjh ds vknku&çnku ds ek/;e ls] nksuksa ,lksfl,'ku
ds chp laca/kksa dks lqfo/kktud cukus ds fy,] fo'ks"k :i ls mu {ks=ksa esa tks çR;sd ,lksfl,'ku ds
lnL;ksa vkSj muds lacaf/kr DykbaV~l dks nwljh ,lksfl,'ku ds jkT; ;k ns'k ds dkuwuksa vkSj dkuwuh
ç.kkfy;ksa dks le>us esa lgk;rk djsaxsA

nksuksa ckj ,lksfl,'ku ds lnL;ksa ds chp nh?kZdkfyd O;fDrxr vkSj O;kolkf;d laidZ dks c<+kok
nsus ds fy, rFkkA

is'ks ds fl/nkarksa vkSj ,sls ekeyksa dh vko';drk okys vU; ekeyksa dh j{kk ls lacaf/kr ekeyksa ij
vke fopkjksa ;k igyksa dks l{ke cukus ds fy,A

blfy, vc] nksuksa ,lksfl,'ku fuEufy[khr vuqlkj lger gSa% 

vuqPNsn 1 
tkudkjh dk vknku&çnku 

  vuqPNsn 1-1 

¶yksfjMk ckj ,lksfl,'ku vkSj bafM;u us'kuy ckj ,lksfl,'ku ds varjjk"Vªh; dkuwu vuqHkkx 
le;&le; ij lnL;ksa ds çfrfuf/k eaMyksa ds chp cSBdksa dk vk;kstu djus vkSj odkyr ls lacaf/kr 
tkudkjh] odhyksa ds O;olkf;d vf/kdkjksa vkSj muds O;olkf;d la?kksa ds vknku&çnku ds fy, cSBdksa dk 
vk;kstu djus dk ç;kl djsaxsA

vuqPNsn 1-2- 

¶yksfjMk ckj ,lksfl,'ku vkSj bafM;u us'kuy ckj ,lksfl,'ku ds varjjk"Vªh; dkuwu vuqHkkx vius 
lacaf/kr dkuwuh vkSj U;k;ky; dh ç.kkfy;ksa ds ek/;e ls dkuwuh is'ks esa ços'k ds laca/k esa Ápyu] çfØ;kvksa 
vkSj fodkl ij tkudkjh dk vknku&çnku djsaxsA 

vuqPNsn 1-3- 

nksuksa ,lksfl,'ku vius u, ns'kksa esa ykxw gksus okys u, vkSj egRoiw.kZ dkuwuh Ápyu] fodkl vkSj 
çfØ;kvksa ij tkudkjh dk vknku&çnku djus dk ç;kl djrs gSaA
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vuqPNsn 1-4-

çR;sd ,lksfl,'ku bl le>kSrs ds laca/k esa vius lnL;ksa dks tkudkjh ns ldrs gS vkSj ,lksfl,'ku 
ds chp vknku&çnku ds fy, vius lnL;ksa dh fVIif.k;ksa vkSj lq>koksa dks vkeaf=r dj ldrs gSA 

vuqPNsn 1-5- 

nksuksa ,lksfl,'ku us ijke'kZ laLFkkuksa ;k vU; fudk;ksa }kjk vk;ksftr lHkh O;kikj&lacaf/kr y{;ksa ij 
tkudkjh dk vknku&çnku djrs gSa] tgka ;g Hkkjr ;k ¶yksfjMk ls lacaf/kr gSA 

vuqPNsn 1-6- 

¶yksfjMk ckj ,lksfl,'ku vkSj bafM;u us'kuy ckj ,lksfl,'ku ds varjjk"Vªh; dkuwu vuqHkkx esa mUgsa
vius ns'k dks vU; ns'kksa esa LFkkfir djus ds ckjs esa 'krksaZ vkSj ewy ifj.kkeksa ij lwfpr djus ds fy, fo'oluh; 
:i ls l{ke cukus ds fy, vko';d tkudkjh dk vknku&çnku djuk gksxk] fo'ks"k :i ls O;kolkf;d vkSj 
uSfrd ekudksa ds çpfyr estcku {ks=kf/kdkj esaA nksuksa ckj ,lksfl,'ku vU; ,lksfl,'ku ds lnL;ksa dks ,d 
nwljs ds ,lksfl,'ku esa lac/n lnL;rk ds fy, vko';drkvksa ds vuqikyu ds v/khu vU; ,lksfl,'ku ds 
lac/n lnL; cuus esa lgk;rk djsaxsA 

vuqPNsn 2-
fl/nkar vkSj vH;kl ij ikBîØe

   vuqPNsn 2-1 

¶yksfjMk ckj dk varjjk"Vªh; dkuwu vuqHkkx Hkkjrh; jk"Vªh; ckj ,lksfl,'ku ds ,sls odhyksa dk 
Lokxr djus ds fy, ,d dk;ZØe leUo; djus ij fopkj djrk gS tks vaxzsth Hkk"kk ds bLrseky esa l{ke 
gSa vkSj tks dke ds ek/;e ls vesfjdh dkuwu ds ckjs esa vius Kku dks ifjfpr djkuk pkgrs gSa ;k xgjk 
djuk pkgrs gSa ¶yksfjMk esa ekU;rk çkIr dkuwuh laLFkkvksa esa dke ds vuqHko dh 'krsaZA ,sls odhyksa dks Hkh 
dk;ZØeksa esa Hkkx ysus vkSj ml {ks=kf/kdkj ds odhyksa ds fy, fujarj çf'k{k.k dh O;oLFkk djus ds fy, Hkh 
çksRlkfgr fd;k tk,xkA 

bafM;u us'kuy ckj ,lksfl,'ku ¶yksfjMk ckj ds ,sls odhyksa dk Lokxr djus ds fy, ,d dk;ZØe 
leUo; djus ij fopkj djrk gS tks fganh Hkk"kk ds bLrseky esa l{ke gSa vkSj tks Hkkjr esa ekU;rk çkIr 
laLFkkvksa esa dke ds vuqHko dh 'krksaZ ds ek/;e ls Hkkjrh; dkuwu ds ckjs esa vius Kku dks ifjfpr djuk 
pkgrs gSa ;k xgjk djuk pkgrs gSa A ,sls odhyksa dks dk;ZØeksa esa Hkkx ysus vkSj ml {ks=kf/kdkj ds odhyksa 
ds fy, fujarj çf'k{k.k dh O;oLFkk djus ds fy, Hkh çksRlkfgr fd;k tk,xkA 
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vuqPNsn 2-2

,lksfl,'ku ¼mudh lacaf/kr estckuh {kerk ds vk/kkj ij½ çR;sd o"kZ gj txg is'k fd, tkus okys 
LFkkuksa dh la[;k] tgka mfpr gks] vkSj ftu lnL;ksa dks v/;;u&nkSjs ls lEekfur fd;k tkrk gS] mUgsa lwfpr 
fd;k tk,xkA bu v/;;u&;k=kvksa ¼Lokxr] vkokl] iathdj.k] 'kqYd] ikfjJfed] vkfn½ dh lajpuk vkSj 
vk;kstu vkilh le>kSrs ds vk/kkj ij fu/kkZfjr fd;k tk,xkA   

vuqPNsn 3-
le>kSrs dk la'kks/ku 

vuqPNsn 3-1

bl le>kSrs dks ifjf'k"V ds ek/;e ls i{kksa ds chp la;qDr le>kSrs ds }kjk la'kksf/kr fd;k tk 
ldrk gSA 

vuqPNsn 4-
le>kSrs dh çHkkoh frfFk 

vuqPNsn 4-1 

;g vuqca/k fganh vkSj vaxzsth nksuksa Hkk"kkvksa esa leku laLdj.k okys nksuksa laLdj.kksa ds lkFk rS;kj 
fd;k x;k gSA 

vuqPNsn 4-2 

;g vuqca/k çR;sd ckj ,lksfl,'ku ds ,d vf/k—r çfrfuf/k ds }kjk gLrk{kj fd, tkus ds ckn 
çHkkoh gks tk,xk] ftuesa ls nksuksa bl le>kSrs ds i{k gSaA 

vuqPNsn 4-3 

;g vuqca/k ,d o"kZ ds fy, ekU; gksxk vkSj blds ckn ,d o"kZ ds varjky ds fy, Lopkfyr :i 
ls uohuh—r gks tk,xk tc rd fd dksbZ Hkh i{k ,drjQk :i ls orZeku lekfIr frfFk ls de ls de nks 
eghus igys lekIr djus dh lwpuk çnku u djsA
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AGREEMENT 

By and between 

ORDINE DEGLI AVVOCATI DI MILANO 

represented by 

its President, Avv. _________ 

and 

THE FLORIDA BAR INTERNATIONAL LAW SECTION 

represented by 

its Delegated, Avv. __________ 

WHEREAS: 

The Florida Bar International Law Section and the Ordine degli Avvocati di Milano, (hereinafter the 

"Bars" or "Institutions"), wishing, as they do to, build up a special relationship and moved by a 

common concern over the future of the legal profession, deem it desirable to establish close links 

between the two Bars in response to certain common needs, and specifically: 

a) To enable members of both Bars to enjoy ideal arrangements for becoming acquainted

with the ever more complex and varied legal relationships arising through the

economic, cultural, and legal bonds between the United States, the State of Florida,

the Italian Republic, and the City of Milano, and the social relationships arising

between their respective citizens.

b) To improve the service provided for legal-service users under American law and

Italian law through enhanced reciprocal acquaintance with the legal and court systems

of the relevant jurisdictions.

This common stance is also to respond to the following professional needs: 
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i) to facilitate the exercise of the profession between the relevant jurisdictions, enabling

exchanges and meetings to be arranged, particularly in the area of professional training and exchanges 

between young or aspiring Lawyers; 

ii) to facilitate relationships between the two Bars, particularly through the reciprocal

provision of information on matters relating to ethics, professional deontology, the fundamental rules 

of the profession and professional training’ 

iii) to foster personal and professional contact between members of the two Bars on a

long-term basis, through the organization of events regarding legal issues of common interest, which 

may be hosted in Milan, Florida, or online; 

iv) to enable common stances or initiatives to be formed in matters relating to the defense

of the common interests of the profession, or to any other matter requiring such an approach. 

NOW THEREFORE, 

BOTH INSTITUTIONS AGREE AS FOLLOWS: 

Article 1. THE EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION 

1.1  The International Law Section of Florida Bar and the Ordine degli Avvocati di Milano agree 

to organize meetings from time to time between delegations of members to exchange points 

of view and information relating to legal practice, the professional rights of lawyers, and their 

professional organizations. 

These Institutions, through their representatives, shall jointly decide how often these meetings 

are to be held and what fundamental topics are to be dealt with therein. 

1.2  The International Law Section of the Florida Bar and the Ordine degli Avvocati di Milano 

each agrees to keep the other informed of relevant developments in legal and court systems 

pertaining to the practice of the legal profession. 

1.3  Both Institutions agree to exchange information on trends, systems, and developments in 

provisions for entry into the profession and for initial and continuous training for the 

profession. 
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1.4 Both Instutions agree to inform each other on a regular basis of the main new provisions 

pertaining to the law and its interpretation that come into force in their respective jurisdictions. 

Article 2. COURSES ON THEORY AND PRACTICE AND RECIPROCAL PROMOTION 

2.1  The Florida Bar International Law Section and Ordine degli Avvocati di Milano agree to share 

information relating to courses on theory and practice that they may sponsor, provide or 

otherwise make available to their members and agree, to the extent practicable, to open those 

courses on theory and practice to members of the other Institution on similar conditions and 

terms as those offered to their own members or other members of the Bar in the relevant 

jurisdictions. 

2.2  The Florida Bar International Law Section and Ordine degli Avvocati di Milano agree, to the 

extent practicable, to promote each other's courses on theory and practice and other 

programming through their websites, publications, and social media channels to bring them 

to the attention of their members. 

2.3  The Florida Bar International Law Section and Ordine degli Avvocati di Milano agree, to the 

extent practicable, to invite participation by members of the other Institution as presenters or 

speakers on topics related to the law and legal developments in the relevant jurisdictions. 

2.4 The Florida Bar International Law Section and Ordine degli Avvocati di Milano agree, to the 

extent practicable, to open sponsored events, seminars, and courses on theory and practice to 

law students and other aspiring Lawyers, and also members of academic institutions, on 

similar conditions and terms as those offered to their own members or other members of the 

Bar in the relevant jurisdictions. 

2.5 The Florida Bar International Law Section and Ordine degli Avvocati di Milano agree, to the 

extent practicable, to support the involvement of law students and other aspiring Lawyers in 

activities, projects, and events promoted or organized by the Institutions, and to encourage the 

exchange of ideas, knowledge, and skills among law students and other aspiring Lawyers to 

foster the development of experienced and versatile professionals. 
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Article 3. AMENDMENT OF THE AGREEMENT 

3.1  This Agreement may be amended by joint written agreement between the parties hereto by 

means of an appendix. Any request involving such amendment put forward by one of the 

Institutions shall be submitted in writing at least six months in advance to the other for 

consideration. 

Article 4. EFFECTIVE DATE OF THE AGREEMENT 

4.1  This Agreement is drawn up in the English language and will be translated into Italian for 

execution by the Ordine degli Avvocati di Milano, the two versions having equal validity and 

dignity. 

4.2  This Agreement shall become effective upon ratification by both Institutions that are parties 

hereto through their respective authorized persons or bodies. 

BY: Ordine degli Avvocati di Milano 

Il Presidente del Consigli dell'Ordine degli Avvocati Milano 

Avv.  

__________________________________________________ 

Date: 

BY: The Florida Bar International Law Section 

Delegated of the Florida Bar International Law Section 

Avv.  

__________________________________________________ 

Date: 
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Proposal to The Florida Bar International Law Section’s Executive Council 

U.S./Canada Deals Committee

Submitted by: Nouvelle L. Gonzalo,Esq. 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE OF THE COMMITTEE 

The purpose of this committee is to cover legal and policy related developments regarding 
legal transactions between the United States and Canada. Although there may be some information 
on litigation, the primary focus of the committee will be cross-border U.S. Canada transactions.  

Beyond this general purpose, the committee will: 

(1) Lead efforts to develop and maintain professional and cultural ties with legal and other
professionals in the U.S. and Canada.

(2) Aim to foster professional relationships between members of The Florida Bar and
members of the bar associations in Canada.

(3) Organize events to improve the understanding of the various legal and economic
frameworks of the relationships between businesses in the U.S. and Canada.

All of these efforts will ensure that Florida Bar ILS members are provided with access to all 
necessary information to properly address and understand U.S. and Canada relations.  

STATEMENT DEMONSTRATING THE NEED FOR THE COMMITTEE 

The International Law Section of The Florida Bar currently has several standing 
committees. However, no committee covers the importance of staying up to date on business and 
legal relations between the U.S. and Canada. These thriving economies not only generate bilateral 
commerce, but also present increasing opportunities for law firms and law practitioners to expand 
their reach. Some of the factors that demonstrated this importance: 

(1) The United States and Canada enjoy the world’s largest and most comprehensive
trading relationship that supports millions of jobs in each country and constitutes a $1.6
trillion bilateral trade and investment relationship. Canada is one of top three trading

partners with the U.S. 

(2) The Canada-United States partnership is forged by shared geography, similar values,
interests, deep personal connections and powerful, multi-layered economic ties.

(3) In Florida, Canada’s contribution to investment is extremely strong, with almost 500
Canadian companies present in the state.

(4) Canadians travel to Florida approximately 3.5 billion times a year.

(5) Canadians purchased real estate worth $6 billion from 2014-2018
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PROPOSED OVERALL  COMMITTEE OBJECTIVES 

The objectives of this committee are to  

(1) Educate Lawyers with Relevant CLEs.

(2) Build Strong Relationships with Florida and Canadian bar sections.

(3) Organize events in Florida in conjunction with Canadian organizations based in
Florida.

The committee will involve the ILS with a variety of events to provide ILS members with the 
opportunity to grow their network, build new connections, and provide continuous legal education 
through seminars and webinars.  

COMMITTEE  

COMMITTE CHAIR – NOUVELLE L. GONZALO, ESQ. 

Nouvelle L. Gonzalo, Esq. is a U.S. and international corporate lawyer who works with 
companies across the globe. She is the managing attorney of Gonzalo Law LLC, a U.S. and 
international corporate law firm with offices in Florida and Ohio. In addition to the active 
practice of law, she has served as adjunct faculty of international corporate law at the University 
of Florida, Levin College of Law for three years. She was recognized as a rising star by the 
national organization, Super Lawyers, from 2019-2022. Her practice areas include: international 
corporate law, intellectual property law, and nonprofit law. 

PROPOSED COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

We would like formal approval from the ILS for our name and purpose, I will officially reach out 
to all ILS members and look forward to discussing this with other ILS members to join this 
initiative.  

Items Completed Since Last Meeting 

1. Meeting with Canadian Consular General to the U.S. in Miami.
2. Reach out to the Quebec Bar.
3. Conducted a strategy meeting with the past Committee chair, Bill.
4. Reach out and connect with the Vancouver Bar Association.
5. Reach out and connect with the Toronto Bar Association.

Next Items To Complete Within the Next Quarter: 
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1. Contact potential speakers for a webinar on a cross-border U.S. Canadian Legal Topics.
Plan and schedule a Fall webinar.

2. Reach out to ILS about the committee and encourage membership.
3. Identify any events we can promote that are coming up in Canada.
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EXHIBIT G 



ELECTION BALLOT 
June 24, 2022 

OFFICERS 

Chair  Jacqueline Villalba 

Chair-Elect  Richard Montes de Oca 

Secretary Ana Barton 

Treasurer Cristina Vicens 

Vice Treasurer Laura Reich (proposed) 

Immediate Past Chair James M. Meyer 

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 

Terms Expiring 2025 
(proposed) 

Terms Expiring 2024 Terms Expiring 2023 

Gary Birnberg 

Phillip Buhler 

Jennifer Diaz 

Kristin Drecktrah Paz 

Prof. Manuel A. Gomez 

Omar K. Ibrahem 

Adrian Nuňez

Pamella A. Seay 

Fabio Giallanza 

Jeff Hagen 

Davide Macelloni 

Penelope Perez Kelly 

Yine Rodriguez Perez 

Lauren Bengochea 

Neha Dagley 

Gary E. Davidson 

Nouvelle Gonzalo 

Christopher N. Johnson 

Susanne Leone  

Katherine A. Sanoja 

Grant Smith 
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